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ir has been said by way of objection to the doctrine of the 
Trinity, that the word trinity is not to be found in the Bible ;— 
but if the doctrine itself be clearly expressed, although other 
phraseology be employed to express it, can such an objection 
be in any degree valid? or ought we to reject the term merely 
because it is not found in the sacred book, if it be clearly ascer- 
tained that the doctrine itself is found there? I think not. 

The union of three persons in one God—Father, Son, and 
Holy Ghost,—is the doctrine for which we contend, and wé 
conceive it not to be improper to use the word Trinity. This 
mystery I shall neither attempt to explain nor comprehend, 
though as a fact recorded in the Christian revelation, I do, and © 
must firmly believe it. It can be proved from many passages of 
scripture, not only that there are appeals in divine worship, 
praise, and adoration, to three coequal and coeternal persons 
im the Godhead, but also that the same things in a great variety 
of instances, are equally attributed to them; but, at present, I 
shall only treat of the first point, and leave the second for 
another occasion. I shall confine myself to the:plain obvious 
meaning of a few passages of scripture. 

I. Matt. xxviii, 19. ‘Go ye therefore and teach all nations, 
baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and 
of the Holy Ghost.” These are the words of our blessed Lord. 
Baptism is a sacred consecration of a person to the service of 
that Being in whose name it is administered. Would it not be 
presumptuous to say that either of the persons mentioned in this 
text was a creature, or an attribute of the divine nature? Tri- 
nitarians have universally considered this passage as a decisive 
proof of the doctrine for which they contend. There is no act 
of worship which calls for a greater degree of solemnity, than 
that which enters persons into covenant with-God, as members 
of his family. View the emphatie words, in the name of the Fa- 
THER, in the name of the Son, in the name of the Hoty Guost.— 
Here are three distinct persons, and the baptism is in cack name. 
When the first disciples went forth to minister among the Jews, 
they baptized in the name of Jesus Christ ; this. was doubtless 
to show them that Jesus Christ was very and indeed God." But 
Vou. vii. 1] 
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our text was a general commission to the whole world, and was 
designed to convince the gentiles, not only of one living and 
true God, but that there are three persons in the Godhead. 

The pious among the Jews believed in the Trinity, but the 
carnal and blind among them did not believe that Jesus Christ 
was God, and it was as essential to their salvation to be brought 
to this faith, as it was for the gentiles to believe in unity in Tri- 
nity, and Trinity in unity. 

II. 2 Cor. xiii, 14. “The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
and the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Ghost, be 
with you all, amen.” Might not St. Paul’s congregation with pro - 
priety have responded here in the following doxology: ‘Glory 
be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost. As it 
was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without 
end, amen.” 

This text strongly marks the doctrine of the ever blessed 
Trinity ; and if St. Paul had not been a trinitarian, he would not 
have made use of such strong language in favour of the distinc- 
tion of three persons in the divmity. Paul worshipped the 
Lord Jesus, by whom he was sent to preach the gospel.—Ste- 
phen also worshipped him at the time he was received into glory. 
—Simeon was filled with the Holy Ghost, who inspired him with 
the spirit of prophecy. : 

Those who are tempted to speak irreverently of the third 
person in the Godhead, should remember the words of our Lord, 
‘‘He that speaketh against the Son of man may be forgiven, 
but he that speaketh against the Holy Ghost shall not be forgi- 
ven, in this world, nor in the world to come.” They might also 
profit by the awful fate of Ananias, to whom Peter said, “‘Who 
hath put it into thy heart to lie unto the Holy Ghost—thou 
hast not lied unto man but unto God.” Jesus Christ by entering 
this world, and clothing himself with perfect human nature, 
did not in the smallest degree tarnish that eternal glory which 
he had in society with his Father and the Holy Spirit through 
eternity. Though Christ, when on earth, was perfect God, he 
was also perfect man ; and very many passages of scripture are 
addressed to him as such. 

III. Matt. iii. 16,17. “And Jesus, when he was baptized, 
went up straightway out of the water: and lo, the heavens 
opened, and he (John the Baptist) saw the Spirit descending 
like a dove, and lighting upon him: and lo, a voice from heaven, 
saying, this is my beloved Son in whom I am well pleased.” 
This text affords no mean proof of the doctrine for which we 
contend, for that three distinct persons are here represented, 
there can be no doubt. Ist, The person of Jesus Christ, whom 
John baptized. 2d, The person of the Holy Ghost whom John 
saw in a bodily shape, the shape of a dove, 3d, The voice from 
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heaven, saying, this is my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased. 
The voice is represented as proceeding from a different quarter 
from that in which the Son and Holy Spirit were, and it appears 
to me that it was so intended to impress the mind more forcibly 
with a divine personality in the Trinity. St. Luke saith, that 
the Holy Ghost was ina bodily shape like adove. Luke iii. 22. 
St. John also gives the following account of the same transac- 
tion: “And John (the Baptist) bare record, saying, I saw the. 
Spirit descending like a dove, and it abode upon him, and I knew 
him not, but he that sent me to baptize with water, the same 
said unto me, upon whom thou shalt see the Spirit descending 
and remaining upon him, the same is he who baptizeth with the 
Holy Ghost ; and I saw and bare record that this is the Son of 
God.” John i. 32, 33. Perhaps if John the Baptist were to rise 
from the dead, he could not give a clearer testimony of the three 
persons in the Godhead. Do you say that Jesus Christ was a 
ereated being, and the Holy Spirit a mere emanation from the 
Father? Take care lest you commit the unpardonable sin. 
Search the sacred scriptures, and you will find that there is not 
an attribute ascribed to one of the persons, that is not ascribed 
to all. How shocking it is to a pious mind, to see, or even to 
hear, of illiterate, uncultivated persons, passing through the 
country, and drawing off the unwary by slow degrees, until an ~ 
open denial of the divinity of Jesus Christ ensue. Let the denial 
of the Godhead of Christ take place, and I should not think it 
strange to see the seeds of every poisonous weed springing forth. 

The designing, by a wrong application of scripture, take ad- 
vantage of the credulous and inexperienced. Innumerable pas- 
sages may be brought to prove that Jesus was a man, subject 
both to human and divine laws, and that he suffered death ; but 
this does not touch his deity. All this is true; we say that he 
was perfect God and perfect man. | ; 

IV. 1 Pet.i. 2. ‘Elect according to the foreknowledge of 
God the Father through sanctification of the Spirit unto obe- 
dience, and sprinkling of the blood of Jesus Christ.” 

In this text we clearly see a trinity of persons. God the 
Father approving, the Holy Spirit sanctifying, and Jesus Christ 
cleansing the believer, and washing him by the sprinkling of His 
own most precious blood. A denial of the Godhead of our Sa- 
viour, and of the efficient and powerful operations of the Holy 
Spirit upon the human soul, raising it to a spiritual life, is fol- 
lowed by a train of very bad and dangerous consequences : 
such as a denial of the total depravity of man since the fall—of 
the necessity of an infinite atonement made by the death and 
suffering of Jesus Christ—and of the office of the Holy Spirit, 
in preparing, refining, and qualifying the soul for a place among 
the blessed in heaven: in a word it goes to overturn the whole 
svstem of the gospel, and is deism in disguise ! 
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The principal charge which the malice of the Jews brought 
against our blessed Lord was blasphemy. In what did they say 
this blasphemy consisted? In declaring himself to be the Son 
of God, and equal to his Father. Had the Jews misunderstood 
him, would he not have undeceived them? Undoubtedly he 
would. But he owned his eternal divinity to the last. I am 
not rash when I say that a denial of this doctrine tends to over- 
turn the gospel system. It proves Christ to have been a decei- 
ver, and his disciples and followers idolaters, and thus confirms 
the accusations of his enemies. 

V. Heb. ix. 14. ‘ How much more shall the blood of Christ, 
who through the eternal Spirit offered himself to God, purge 
your consciences from dead works, to serve the living God.” 

If there were not an infinite merit in the blood of Jesus Christ, 
how could it purge or cleanse the conscience of a filthy dead 
sinner? Why does the apostle say ETERNAL spiRiIT? In this 
text we see the whole Trinity engaged for the redemption of 
man? The holy Trinity were engaged in the formafion of man. 
Gen. i. 26. ‘Let us make man in our image, after our likeness.” 
When man fell, the Trinity was engaged in his redemption and 
salvation ; and Jesus Christ, through the eternal Spirit offered 
himself up to God ? 

In paradise all the attributes harmonized in man’s felicity ; 
but to be a rational being, capable of rewardable virtue, he 
must of necessity be liable to fall from his native purity and 
happiness. Man did transgress, and he fell under the curse of 
the broken law of his God. Gal. iii, 10. No finite being could 
rescue him. In this text you see the ever blessed Trinity enga- 
ged in the redemption of man. ‘ Without the shedding of blood 
there could be no remission of sin.” The Father freely gives 
up the mediatorial kingdom to his Son, who cordially accepts 
it, and the Holy Ghost becomes the gift of the Son. God uses 
a language suited to the comprehension of man. So we see in 
scripture, that the Father sent the Son, and the Son saith I will 
send the Comforter. 

From the time the promise was given “ The seed of the wo- 
man shall bruise the serpent’s head,” the Son became a mediator, 
the Holy Ghost a comforter, and the Father is represented to 
the understanding of man as directing the great work of redemp- 
tion and salvation. 

On account of such expressions in the sacred word, the fool- 
ishness of man would form an unscriptural creed, in which they 
would force a belief that the Son, andthe Holy Ghost, are either 
created beings, or emanations from the Father, and the strongest 
reason they give for this creed is, that a son cannot be as old as 
his father. Canthey comprehend eternity? Could not the eter- 
nal deity exist in a triune, as well as ina simple form? The 
persons in the Trinity are equal, and absolutely perfect ; the 
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mind and will of one, is the mind and will of the other : and [ 
seem to have a glimpse of the grandeur and perfection of such 
an infinite society in one incomprehensible Jehovah. 

The plan of man’s redemption is laid in infinite wisdom. The 
Holy Spirit begins his work of teaching. He points men to an 
infinite sacrifice, that will in future be offered up. He shows 
man the nature of the new covenant, “ believe on the Lord Jesus 
Christ,” &c. It is a covenant of faith. He directs man to set 
up a new mode of worship, and to shed the blood of animals as 
typical of the blood of the Son of God, which was hereafter to 
be shed to atone for sin. He inspired men to teach and to pro- 
phecy through the antediluvian, patriarchal, and Jewish ages, 
all pointing to the great mediator. 

The Holy Spirit taught all, but absolutely compelled none. 
Grace has made man a free agent, under all the dispensations, 
since the promise of a Saviour. 

About four thousand years after the creation, the Son of God 
manifested himself in the flesh, and he did it through the eternal 
Spirit. By the power of the Holy Ghost, he was united to 
human nature, in the womb of the virgin; a perfect soul, and 
a perfect body. Deity can unite with the work of his own hands, 
and fill all in all, sad though the divine and human natures of 
Jesus Christ were united, yet he was perfect God and perfect 
man. ‘ He was manifested in the flesh, justified in the spirit, 
seen of angels, preached to the Gentiles, believed on in the world, 
received up into heaven.” It is through this offering that we 
have access to a throne of grace, and through this offering our 
‘“‘consciences are purged from dead works, to serve the living 
God ;” and it is through this offering that God perfected for ever, 
them that are sanctified. Jesus Christ is now our mediator, and 
he will be such until the general judgment, when he will give 
up his mediatorial kingdom and be our judge ; and awful will it 
be for those, who have hypocritically, designedly, or ignorantly, 
(I say ignorantly, although such as live under the light of the 
gospel might have known better,) laboured to prove him to be 
an impostor. 

VI. 1 Johnv, '7. ‘ There are three that bear record in hea- 
ven, the Father, the Word, and the Holy Ghost, and these three 
are one.” I am aware that there have been some learned disqui- 
sitions, touching the authenticity of this text; and though its 
conformity to the style and doctrine of its reputed author, its 
beauty, its necessary connexion with the preceding verse, and 
the general reception it has met with, (a reception not confined 
to later ages) compel my belief in its authority: yet as others 
eminent for their theological attainments, have doubted its ge- 
nuineness, I shall not insist upon it here, but referring my read- 
ers to Coke and Wesley’s commentaries, for a vindication of the. 
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passage, I will conclude with the following quotation, from Dr. 
A. Clarke :—* Socinians need not glory, if Trinitarians should 
give up that text, for the sacred doctrine of the Trinity, which it 
appears to express, is diffused through every part of the scrip- 
tures, and is as inexpugnable as a rock of adamant, and will 
live and prevail in the church of Christ while sun and moon 
endure, and until time shall be swallowed up in eternity.” 
When I began, I only intended to produce a few passages of 
scripture, with a few remarks upon them, to show that a distinct 
mention is made by the inspired writers, of three persons in the 
Godhead, and many, many more might I bring to prove that 
divine worship and homage was rendered to each of these glo- 
rious personages, and may therefore with propriety be rendered 
again. If 1am zealous on this head, it is, I believe, in the cause 
of truth, and as a lover of truth, I now subscribe myself, a sincere 





friend of the human family. F. GARRETTSON. 
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MEMOIR OF THE REV. WILLIAM BEAUCHAMP. 


(Concluded from page 54.) 


** fair charity, 

Thy office and thy nature still the same, 
Lasting thy lamp and unconsum’d thy flange, 
Shall still survive——, 

For ever blessing, and for ever blest.” 


Witi1am BeavcHAMpP was a man of common stature, about 
five feet ten inches in height, light form, dark, or auburn hair, 
rather-of a sallow complexion and thin visage. His features 
were remarkably regular and round, his head, forehead and face 
were well proportioned: there was nothing striking in the ap- 
pearance either of his nose or mouth, both exhibiting a quite 
common appearance, nor, at first view, was there any thing 
remarkable in the cast of his eye ; like that of most genuises it 
seemed to slumber in thought, till roused to action. But a strict 
observer, particularly a discerning stranger, would discover an 
indication therefrom of deep thought, and a reflecting mind ; 
and yet a reserve bordering on austerity. Whilst his eye was 
watchful and vigilant, a strict and a rigid observer of passing 
events, it was apparently hid and retired where caution and pru- 
dence were deemed necessary. This was its cast to a stranger ; 
but to an acquaintance or a friend he was free and open. His 
gait was generally slow, but when in health his motions were 
more rapid. He was very uniform in his conduct, and systema- 
tic in his deportment ; yet no man was ever 2 more pleasant 
and agreeable member of society, adapting his language and 























Memoir of the Rev. WiLtiam BEaucHawe. 8% 


conversation to the state and capacities of each, being perfectly 
at home among the high or the low, the rich or the poor. 
Though apparently pensive and reserved, yet there was no man 
more pleasant, communicative, and cheerful. In a company of 
select friends he was in his element, and his soul then appeared 
expanded as at a mental feast. His dark hazel eye would rise 
from its apparent languor, and sparkle with beams of light. His 
countenance, like the sun breaking forth from a parting cloud, 
would assume a lovely sprightliness, as if to cheer the spirits of 
those with whom he delighted to be associated; for he took 
great pleasure in the society of his friends. 3 

Mr. B. in his friendship was steady and uniform, on no occa- 
sion yielding his regard for one, until he was well satisfied that 
his confidence was misplaced. He had a little stoop of the 
shoulders, and when speaking in public his gestures were natu- 
ral and easy. His voice was very uniform, remarkably soft in 
social conversation, but in argument energetic. In his preach- 
ing, when holding out the promises and the invitations of the 
gospel, there was a soft tenderness, a sweetness in his voice, 
produced frequently by gentle breaks, as if the rising sympathies 
of his soul obstructed in some degree his utterance: when @ 
gentle thrilling sensation appeared to move a listening multitude, 
all bending forward to catch every sentence or word as it 
fell from his lips. This circumstance has frequently been ad- 
mired.. But when he became argumentative, and discussed 
doctrinal points, or when false doctrines were attacked, the tone 
of his voice was elevated, his whole system became nerved, and 
his voice assumed a deep hollow tone, and then soon became 
elevated to its highest key, and fell like peals of thunder on the 
ears of a listening assembly. On one occasion thé force of his 
powerful eloquence was. fully demonstrated: it was on a sub- 
ject of controversy. His antagonist, who had sat and listened 
for some length of time, to arguments too powerful for him te 
answer, began to look as if the voice which he now heard came 
from another world, through the shadow of a man; he rose, 
apparently with a view to leave the house, but being so over- 
come, he staggered, caught by the railing, reeled, and fell to his 
seat, and there sat, overwhelmed and confounded, until the dis- 
course was concluded, when he quietly stept from the house. 
His manner of preaching was plain, seldom dividing his subject 
into different heads, but took the natural division of the text. 
He would indeed branch out on his subject, but it was so natu- 
ral and easy, and done in such a way as appeared to unfold 
new beauties in the gospel. His sermons were deep, and made 
a lasting impression upon the mind, because they were both 
practical and doctrinal. Holiness was his theme ; there was 
seldom a shout raised in the assembly under his preaching, 
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but always strict attention paid to his discourses, and every eye 
fixed upon the speaker ; and, frequently, the people all bathed 


in tears.* 
William Beauchamp, from a very early period of life, manifest- 


ed a disposition to acquire knowledge. His father was in mode- 
rate circumstances, and when he most needed tuition, he was 
deprived of the opportunity by his father’s becoming a frontier 
settler on the Monongahela. But previously to this, his chief 
delight was in books, and such was his disposition to learn, that 
he prepared for his nightly study, by procuring his torches, and 
after the family had gone to bed, he would spread himself on 
the floor before the hearth, and there by the light of his toreh 
would read and study the greater part of the night. Before he 
commenced travelling as a preacher, I am told, that he had be- 
come a eritic in the English grammar. He afterward applied 
himself so assiduously, that he acquired a more thorough know- 
ledge of the Latin; made some proficiency in the Greek, and 
after the writer became acquainted with him, he found meafis to 
learn the Hebrew language, and previous to his death had be- 
come a critic in that language. The sciences he had studied, 


* The Rev. Samuel Parker, whose name was mentioned in a former number, was 
semewhat of a different cast. He was about the same size and formation, but 
rather more erect in his stature, brown hair of a dark shade, high round forehead, 
his temples a little compressed ; a large prominent blue eye, lank cheeks, a fine 
aquiline nose, a tolerably large mouth, and his features of a sharper turn than those 
of brother B. He was pleasant and sociable in company, 2 constant, and an agree- 
able friend and companion, a devout Christian, a good scholar, and an ornament to 
the ministry. He was regular and uniform in his deportment, active and zealous 
in his employment, and his whole soul absorbed, as it were, with the doctrines 
of grace. His method of preaching was persuasive. Whilst brother Beauchamp 
appeared to march directly up to his subject, Parker appeared in his introduction 
always to reeonnoitre his ground; to take different views of bis premises ; examine 
the bulwarks of his adversary ; until he was prepared for one general assault, with 
strong argument, to overturn all before him. At first he would appear to be negli- 
gent and eareless in the prosecution of his sabject, but as he progressed, his large 
prominent blue eye would roll over the assembly, his countenance assume a placid 
simile, and his voice as sweet as music itself; for his whole frame appeared to be as 
a fine stringed instrument of music, upon which his voice vibrated, until there would 
be an indescribable charm thrown over the assembly. Having gained his point, he 
would take a faithful range through the pastures of grace, and pass, with his hearers, 
from gate to gate, from fold to fold, unfolding at the same time the beauties of 
gospel grace ; and after taking a view of the church militant from every hill and 
dale, he would wind them up, until the beauty, and exeellence, and glory of the 
heavenly world appeared to be displayed to full view; whilst a sweet soothing sen- 
sation was left to rest on the believer’s soul, and an impression made upen the 
assembly, lasting in its effeets, of the beauty and blessings of holiness ! 

Such were Beauchamp and Parker. “* They were lovely and pleasant in their lives, 
and in their death they were not divided! They were swifter than eagles, they were 
stronger than lions.” ‘“*¥e daughters of Israel, weep over them who clothed you in 
searlet, with other delights, who put on ornaments of gold upon your apparel.” 
* How are the mighty fallen in the midst of the battle.” “Ob (Beauchamp) thea 
wast slain in thine high places.” “I am distressed for thee, (O Parker!) my brother, 
very pleasant hast thew been unto me, thy love to me was wonderful, passing the 
love of women.” “* How are the mighty fallen and the weapons of war perished !”* 


* The reader w Jt T hope. pardon this rhapsedy, they were beth the warm friend: ef the writer. 
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and had cultivated an acquaintance with some of the productions 
of the best authors. But neither sacred nor profane history had 
in any great degree arrested his attention; and this was the 
only particular, to which learned men generally direct their 
attention, that his great and powerful mind had omitted to grasp 
within its range. Divinity was his strong fort ; it was a subject 
on which, above all others, he delighted to dwell. 

These qualifications prepared him in a high degree, for great, 
and in this country, extensive usefulness in the church of God. 
Indeed it was not until he removed to Illinois, that opportunities 
offered for his friends to know the real resources of his mind. 
He was far from boasting of his own knowledge, and perhaps 
knew not the powers of his own mind. He was unassuming in 
his manners, and appeared to manifest no disposition to acquire 
exalted stations, either in church or state. He delighted much 
in doing good, and gloried in bearing the cross of Christ. 

As a husband he was tender and affectionate ; as a father, 
kind and indulgent, both to his own and step children: they loved 
him as a father, and he loved them as his own children. As 
a neighbour he was beloved and esteemed, scrupulously honest 
and punctual in his dealings, and a friend to the poor: as a 
Christian, humble, zealous, and devout. Though living in the 
enjoyment of religion, he was seldom known to shout, only 
when he thought he was about to die. He possessed, indeed, 
a mind which qualified him to fill almost any station in society. 
As a minister he was an ornament to the church, useful through 
life, and lamented after death. If he had faults, his virtuous 
acts obscured them froin the writer’s view. 


‘‘ But where’s the passage to the skies? , 
The road through death’s black valley lies. 
Nay, do not shudder at my tale ; 
Though dark the shades, yet safe the vale. 
This path the best of men have trod ; oe 
And who’d decline the road to God? 
Oh! ’tis a glorious boon to die! 
This favour can’t be prized too high.” 

Mr. Beauchamp has left behind him several valuable manu- 
scripts, at the disposal of bishop Soule ; among others are the 
following :—1. A treatise, in an epistolary form, on the eter- 
nity of the sonship of Christ. 2. A volume on the same subject, 

erhaps thrown into a different form, now in the hands of one 
of the preachers. 3. Translations of Hebrew texts with com- 
ments. 4. An essay on slavery. 5. An essay on the divine 
law. 6. A brief view of the latter day glory, and of some events 
with which it is connected. 7. An English grammar, on the 
principles which he taught, (not finished.) 8. Several manu- 
script sermons, and other treatises, &c. His brief view of the 
latter day glory, &c. is truly a valuable work. It is presumed 
Vou. vitt, 12 
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his essays and other productions are equally valuable, but the 

writer has not had, as yet, an opportunity of examining any 

others of them. ‘These productions are principally the labour of 

the leisure hours of the last three or four years of his life. 

«Know ye not that there is a prince, and a great man fallen 

this day in Israel ?” THEOPHILUS ARMINIUS, 
Mount Carmel, Illinois, Oct. 29, 1824. 





MISCELLANZOUS. 


~~ 
LETTER 


FROM THE DIRECTORS OF THE SCOTTISH MISSIONARY SOCIETY TO PER-~-. 
SONS PROPOSING TO OFFER THEMSELVES AS MISSIONARIES. 


(Concluded from page 68.) 


Athly. Examine yourself as to your TALENTS and ACQUIRE- 
MENTS. It must be obvious to every person who exercises the 
slightest reflection on the subject, that respectable talents are 
absolutely necessary to the Christian missionary. Without these 
he will not be able to learn the languages of the heathen; to 
acquire a knowledge of the principles of their religion ; to enter 
into their views and feelings ; to give those statements of divine 
truth which are calenlated to convince and impress their minds ; 
to answer their objections ; to conduct himself with wisdom 
and propriety in the new and difficult circumstances in which 
he will often be placed. It may indeed be said that the first 
preachers of the cross were poor despised fishermen, without 
either talents or learning, yet they were instrumental in conquer- 
ing the world. But when this is alleged, it seems to be forgot- 
ten that the Holy Spirit was poured out upon them in rich abun- 
dance, in his various gifts and graces, which more than compen- 
sated any original defect in respect of talents and education ; 
and that “the Lord wrought with them by signs, and wonders, 
and divers miracles.” When there shall arise among us men of 
no talent and of no education, who shall give such clear, and 
simple, and impressive views of divine truth, as are to be found 
in the writings of the fishermen of Galilee, and shall, at the same 
time, be able to work miracles in confirmation of the doctrines 
they teach ; we shall be most happy to avail ourselves of their 
services, and to send them forth as missionaries to the heathen. 
But until then, we must seek for men respectable both for their 
natural and acquired endowments. 

It is not enough, however, that a missionary possess respecta- 
ble talents; it is also necessary that he have a peculiarity of 
talent, a circumstance which has not met with that attention 
which its importance demands. The Christian missionary 
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would require to possess great powers of SIMPLIFICATION. 
Many who are able to form correct views for themselves, and to 
establish them by solid argument, are yet unable to give those 
simple statements, and those simple illustrations of them, which 
are necessary, in order to make them level to the comprehen- 
sion of the weak and the ignorant. To teach children so as to 
exhibit the truths of religion to them in -an intelligible and im- 
pressive form, is no easy task ; but to teach heathens, who, in 
general, are not only unacquainted with those first principles, 
which you will ever be ready to take for granted, but whose 
minds are preoccupied with notions in direct variance with 
them, is inconceivably more difficult. Here, therefore, the 
ialent of simplifying divine truth is peculiarly necessary. The 
Christian missionary would require to possess great READINESS 
of concerTion. In addressing the heathen he will often meet 
with interruption; objections will be started, which will not 
only require to be answered, but which will give entirely a new 
turn to the discourse. He will frequently have to seize on cir- 
cumstances as they occur; to take occasion from them to expose 
the folly of idolatry ; to represent to his hearers their depravity 
and misery ; to exhibit to them Christ Jesus as the only Saviour ; 
and to give those happy and natural illustrations of divine truth 
which the circumstances of the moment dictate. The Christian 
missionary would require to possess a peculiar FACILITY OF EXx- 
PRESSION. There are some men who can think clearly, and 
write accurately, who cannot speak fluently. The attempt to 
give utterance to their ideas deprives them of self+possession, 
and throws their minds into confusion. In addressing heathens, 
however, a missionary labours under peculiar disadvantages, as 
he speaks to them in a language not his own: and if a person 
has no command of his native tongue, much less is he likely to 
speak a foreign dialect with ease and fluency. It is not enough, 
however, that a missionary possess a command of language ; it 
is exceedingly desirable that his mode of address be warm, affec- 
tionate, and energetic ; for if a dull, cold, inanimate manner, fails 
to excite the attention of a Christian assembly, how can it be 
expected to arrest the minds of a heathen audience? Though 
the success of the gospel depends primarily on the influences of 
the Holy Spirit, yet, next to a plain and faithful exhibition of 
divine truth, there is, perhaps, no circumstance of an external 
nature of more importance than fervour and affection in the 
speaker. With naBits or stupy the Christian missionary would 
require to combine HaBITs oF acTIVITY. Many good men have 
their peculiar element of usefulness. Some would spend life 
chiefly in their study. Others would pass it principally in the 
pulpit, or in other scenes of active labour. Now, whatever be 
a man’s talenfs, yet if he is a mere student, he is unfit to be a 
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missionary, unless he was to be employed solely as a translator 
of the scriptures and tracts, or in compiling grammars and dic- 
tionaries of the native languages. Though he must be capable 
of close application to study, in order to acquire those extensive 
stores of knowledge, which so important a work requires, yet 
he must be more a man of active than of studious habits. He 
must labour in season and out of season ; he must often be jour- 
neying from place to place ; he must be ready to seize every 
opportunity of usefulness ; he must ever be striving to win souls 
to Christ. Finally, the Christian missionary would require no 
ordinary share of PRUDENCE and COMMON sENSE. Some men 
who are not destitute of talents are yet essentially defective in 
these important qualities. There is a rashness about them which 
leads them to act before they think ; they do not take a compre- 
hensive view of things; they cannot weigh circumstances ; they 
do not foresee consequences ; they seem incapable of judging in 
practical matters. Such defects in a Christian missionary may 
be productive of the most baneful results, especially as he is 
often placed in new and peculiar circumstances, in which none 
of the ordinary maxims of human prudence will be sufficient to 
direct him, and where he can have no opportunity of obtaining 
the advice of a wise and faithful counsellor. 

5thly. Examine yourself as to your DEPENDANCE ON Gop, for 
direction, assistance, and success. Whatever be a man’s intel- 
lectual endowments, though he possess the talents and the elo- 
quence of an angel, yet unless they are accompanied by an hum- 
ble dependance on God, he is not likely to be very successful in 
winning souls to Christ. There is, perhaps, no feature by which 
useful ministers, and useful missionaries have been so uniformly 
distinguished, as by a deep sense of their own insufficiency, and 
of their entire dependance on the divine assistance and the divine 
blessing. ‘Them that honour me,” says God, “I will honour, 
but they that despise me shall be lightly esteemed.” The apos- 
tle Paul, when he was in danger of placing confidence in him- 
self, was visited with a thorn in the flesh, to teach him his 
dependance on God ; and it is worthy of notice, that he learned 
this important lesson so completely, that he gloried even in his 
weakness. ‘Most gladly,” says he, “will I glory in my infirmi- 
ties, that the power of Christ may rest upon me ; for when I am 
weak then I am strong.” The Moravians, who have been 


among the most successful missionaries in modern times, have 
in like manner been singularly distinguished by a deep feeling of 
their own weakness, and by their simple trust in God. Now in 
whose strength do you propose to go forth to the work? You 
will probably answer in the strength of the Lord God. But is 
this any thing more than a matter of theory with you? Is it 
merely a part of your creed? Is it not only the conviction of 
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your understanding, but is it the feeling of your heart? Is this 
feeling not simply slight and transient, but fixed, deep-rooted, 
permanent? Is your mind completely imbued with it? Is it 
the language of your heart, “Through Christ strengthening me, 
I can do all things: without him I can do nothing?” What the 
state of your mind is in this respect, it will be easy for you to 
determine by your prayers. Does the feeling of your own in- 
sufaciency lead you “ in every thing by prayer and supplication 
to make your requests known unto God?” Conscious of your 
own ignorance, of your incapacity to judge what course it is 
best to pursue, of your blindness to the consequences of any 
measure you may adopt, and of the danger of leaning to your 
own understanding, do you acknowledge him in all your ways, 
and implore him to direct your steps? Sensible of your own 
weakness, and of the deceitfulness and depravity of your heart, 
do you entreat him to watch over you, to preserve you from fall- 
ing, and to assist you in the various duties of life? Have you, 
in a particular manner, made your present proposal the subject 
of frequent, fervent, and humble prayer? Have you asked 
directions from Him who alone knows whether you possess the 
qualifications necessary for the work, and whether you will be 
useful in it ? 

Fourthly, Consider your Motives for engaging in the work. 
Reflect, we entreat you, on the circumstances which first gave 
birth to the desire in your bosom to go as a missionary among 
the heathen. Think of those considerations which may sub- 
sequently have confirmed and increased that desire. Was it a 
wish for education? Some, feeling a desire for learning, and 
not being in circumstances to procure it themselves, think of 
becoming missionaries with the view of obtaining that which 
they could not otherwise hope to enjoy. Was it a principle of 
vanity? Some, witnessing the respect which is shown to mis- 
sionaries, and seeing such frequent and honourable mention made 
of them in the present age, may propose to engage in the same 
glorious work, in the hope that they may also one day make a 
figure in the world, and see their names and their labours embla- 
zoned in the annals of missions. Was it the ambition of rising 
in the world? Some, in their present situation, have little other 
prospect than that of labouring at some manual employment, 
and struggling, like their parents, with the hardships of their lot ; 
but by becoming missionaries, they will be raised to superior 
rank, be introduced to better society, and have a more liberal 
maintainance than they could otherwise hope to enjoy. Was it 
the desire of visiting foreign lands? Some may offer themselves 
as missionaries from principles similar to those which sometimes 
animate the voyager and the traveller, a restlessness of disposi- 
tion, a dislike to the sober pursuits and the settled habits of 
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ordinary life, a wish to see the wonders of other countries, and 
a hope of returning to tell the wonders they have seen. Was it 
merely a principle of feeling? Some have been touched with 
the deplorable representations which are given of the condition 
of the heathen; they have been delighted with the cheering 
pictures which are often drawn of the prospects of Christian 
missionaries ; and they are animated with desire to engage in a 
work which presents such pleasing and such cheering scenes. 
Such are some of the ingredients which appear to constitute the 
motives of some who offer themselves as missionaries ; in the 
same individual several of these may operate, varied in their 
proportions, according to his character and circumstances. Let 
us entreat you to exercise a careful scrutiny of your own heart, 
and see whether these, or similar unhallowed considerations are 
what chiefly influence you m offering yourself as a missionary. 

But, perhaps, you feel that you are actuated by motives of a 
higher order. . What, then, are the considerations which influ- 
ence you? Are you animated by concern for the glory of God? 
Does it grieve your soul to think that the Creator and the Go- 
vernor of all things should be unknown in that world which his 
own hands have made; that the grossest and most distorted 
representations should be given of the perfections of his nature, 
and that idols of the basest descriptions should usurp that honour 
and worship which are due to himalone? Are you influenced 
by the love of Christ? Does the grace of the Redeemer con- 
strain you thus to judge, that if he came from heaven to earth, 
and assumed the human nature into union with the divine, and 
suffered, and bled, and died, for your salvation, “ you should not 
henceforth live unto yourself, but to him who died for you; that 
you are no longer your own, that you are bought with a price, 
that therefore you should glorify him with your body and with 
your spirit which are his ;” that you should consecrate yourself, 
all that you are, and all that you have, to his service? Are you 
moved with compassion for immortal souls? Does it melt your 
heart to consider the temporal miseries of the heathen world, 
consisting of so many millions of your fellow creatures, but 
especially to think that they are exposed to the wrath, the ever- 
lasting wrath of God Almighty? Does this kindle in your soul 
an ardent desire to carry to them the glad tidings of salvation ; 
to rescue them from devouring fire, from everlasting burnings, 
and to raise them to glory, honour, and immortality in heaven ? 
Such are the ruling motives which ought to influence the Chris- 
tian missionary ; and unless these are the animating principles 
of your life, you may rest assured you are not called of God to 
engage in this interesting work. | 

Lastly, Consider the ENcouRAGEMENTSs to the work. By thre 
various statements which we have submitted to your éonsidera- 
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tion, we have no design to discourage you, but only to try you. 
We wish you to consider the importance of the work ; to weigh 
its difficulties ; and especially to institute a solemn investigation 
of your qualifications and your motives. You may, perhaps, 
think that the picture we have exhibited is drawn from imagina- 
tion ; that persons possessed of such high endowments are not 
to be found, and that the work of a missionary need not, there- 
fore, be viewed in that serious light in-which we. have repre- 
sented it. But that we are warranted in drawing strong repre- 
sentations on this subject, is evident from the declaration of the 
apostle Paul, who, notwithstanding his eminent qualifications 
for the work, was so overwhelmed with a sense of its solemnity, 
that he exclaimed, ‘“‘ Who is sufficient for these things?” We 
cannot, indeed, expect any individual to possess, in a pre-eminent 
degree, the whole of the qualifications which are desirable in a 
Christian missionary ; but yet unless a man possess them in a 
certain proportion, and that not a small one, he is more likely 
to prove injurious than useful to the cause of Christ among the 
heathen. But though the question of the apostle implies the 
general truth of such representations as we have given, the 
Christian missionary has ample encouragement in the promise 
of our blessed Redeemer: “Go ye into all the world and preach 
the gospel to every creature, and lo, J am with you always, even 
unto the end of the world.” While the apostle Paul acknowledges 
his unfitness for the work, he draws consolation from this con- 
sideration: ‘‘ We are not sufficient of ourselves,” says he, “to 
think any thing as of ourselves, but our sufficiency is of God, 
who hath also made us able ministers of the new testament.” 
On one occasion, indeed, he received a specjal promise of 
assistance and support in his work, and we may consider the 
same promise as addressed to every faithful missionary: ‘“* My 
grace is sufficient for thee ; for my strength is made perfect in 
weakness.” . 
Besides having a promise of assistance in his work, the Chris- 
tian missionary may cheer his heart with a prospect of success. 
He has no pledge, indeed, that his individual exertions will be 
successful ; but he may labour, and live, and die in the faith, that 
the cause in which he is engaged will ultimately triumph over 
all opposition. Nothing can be more animating than the repre- 
sentations by the sacred writers of the future extent and pros- 
perity of the Redeemer’s kingdom. “It shall come to pass in 
the last days,” says the evangelical prophet, “that the mountain 
of the Lord’s house shall be established on the tops of the moun- 
tains, and shall be exalted above the hills, and all nations shall 
flow unto it; they shall beat their swords into ploughshares, and 
their spears into pruning hooks: nation shaJl not lift up sword 
against nation, neither shall they learn war any more.” ‘The 
wilderness and the solitary place,” says the same inspired writer; 
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‘¢ shall be glad for them, and the desert shall rejoice and blossom 
as the rose. It shall blossom abundantly, and rejoice; even with 
joy and singing.” ‘He shall have dominion,” says the Psalm- 
ist, “also from sea to sea, and from the river unto the ends of 
the earth. They that dwell in the wilderness shall bow before 
him, and his enemies shall lick the dust. His name shall endure 
for ever, his name shall be continued as long as the sun, and 
men shall be blessed in him ; all nations shall call him blessed.” 
Finally, The faithful missionary has the promise of a glorious 
reward. Though he must be indebted for salvation solely to 
the merits of Christ, to the entire exclusion of the works of the 
law, yet those who have been distinguished in the present world 
by their labours, and sufferings, and success, in the cause of the 
Redeemer, will enjoy higher degrees of glory in the heavenly 
world, and will have sources of happiness peculiar to themselves. 
“There is no man,” says our Lord, “that hath left house, or 
parents, or brethren, or wife, or children, for the kingdom of 
God’s sake, who shall not receive manifold more in this present 
time, and in the world to come life everlasting.” “ They that 
be wise,” says Daniel, “shall shine as the brightness of the firma- 
ment, and they that turn many to righteousness, as the stars for 
ever and ever.” And the apostle Paul, in speaking of the con- 
verts by his ministry, styles them his hope, his crown, and his 
gl 
o "We conclude by earnestly entreating you to make your pre- 
sent proposal the subject of much serious consideration. A re- 
solution of so much importance, and which involves in it such 
momentous consequences, ought not to be hastily taken; and 
if it is but lately that you have formed the desire to engage in this 
work, it is peculiarly desirable that you should take some time 
for further deliberation before you fimally decide. Let us also 
recommend to you the reading of such books as may be useful 
in assisting you to come to a proper determination on the sub- 
ject, and especially that you will make it matter of earnest 
prayer for direction from Him who alone can guide you in the 
path of duty. 
Signed in the name of the directors.— Wesleyan Meth. Mag. 








From Harmer’s “ Miscellaneous Works:” 1823. 


LEFTER ON PERSONAL AND FAMILY RELIGION, 
BY THE REV. THOMAS HARMER, 
Author of ‘ Observations on various passages of Scripture.” . 
To Mr. R. A. 
Wattesfield, October 16th, 1778 
My pEAR YOUNG FRIENDS,—For I intend this letter for all 
four, though the name of the eldest brother alone appears dis- 
hinetly pointed out in flee superscription of it. As the connexion 
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between me and you, as your minister, seems now to be broken ; 
as you are now entering into the world, and forming a distinct 
family, though somewhat incompletely ; and as I have never 
had a fair opportunity, through a concurrence of different causes, 
of a more close conversation about religious matters with any 
of you, excepting one, (if that may be called an exception,) I 
would now set myself to write to you, and to say what appears 
right for me to mention on this occasion. 

In the first place, attend each one of you with great serious- 
ness, with great solemnity, to the affairs of your never dying 
souls. Think of them when transacting the common matters 
of life, and set yourselves more distinctly to do it in devout 
retirement. How important is closet religion! Do you all 
practise it? Iwould hope you do; Iamsure you ought. * * 
* * * * Diligence is mentioned by Solomon, and justly celebra- 
ted by him, with reference to the things of this world ; but, says 
the great Teacher of all, “‘labour not for the meat which perish- 
eth, but for that meat which endureth unto everlasting life, which 
the Son of man shall give unto you.” (John vi, 27.) That is, 
to interpret the words in a consistence with Solomon, and indeed 
with other passages of the New Testament itself, labour not so 
earnestly, with such vehement concern of soul, for the mgat that 
perisheth,—the things of this world,—as for everlasting life. 

I have been lately repeating in your ears from the pulpit, the 
great things to which a soul must be brought in order to arrive 
at sacred peace, and a being brought under the reviving, conso- 
latory, joyful declarations of forgiveness, and of future blessed- 
ness. Are you convinced, deeply convinced of sin? We all 
readily acknowledge we are sinners, but have you felt that bitter, 
afflictive sense of sin, that makes a Saviour’s name precious, and 
gives the soul an affecting sense of the riches of pardoning mer- 
cy? Have you implored forgiveness through the blood of Jesus? 
‘Without shedding of blood,” one sacred writer says, “ there is 
no remission ;” and the epistle to the Romans speaks of faith in 
the blood of Jesus, when it speaks of our being to be justified 
by faith. (Rom. iii.) Are you not only made dead to sin, but 
“alive to God, through Jesus Christ our Lord ?” (Rom. vi, 11.) 
We must not only cease to do evil, we must learn to do well ; 
live to the honour of God, and serve our generation according 
to the divine will in promoting religion among our fellow mortals, 
and busying ourselves in comforting the afflicted, relieving the 
oppressed, giving alms to the poor, and, in the language of the 
apostle, diligently following every good work. O the blessed- 
ness of a truly religious life! A life of consecration to God! 
Sweet inward peace of mind attends it; the love of good men, 
and the veneration even of many of the bad; and the sure pre- 
Vou, vitt, 13 














38 Letier on Personal and Family Religion. 


sages of being laid in the grave amidst the affectionate, respect 
ful tears of survivors. But from personal religion let me go on, 
Secondly, to family conduct. O that you might be a religious 
family, and begin with God! It was with great pleasure that I 
looked on a youth, near forty years ago, of a considerable family 
at Norwich, that being left an orphan, with two brothers and two 
sisters, (he the middlemost,) under the care of a very sensible 
good old lady, whom they venerated as a parent to the end of 
her life, who was so deeply, graciously affected with a sense of 
religious matters, that, young as he was, at fifteen or sixteen, 
would kneel along with the rest, and lead the worship of God in 
the family with all the seriousness and engagement of heart of 
one advanced in life. Let the reading of the scriptures be regu- 
larly performed in your newly constituted family. How grace- 
ful the reading the word of life there daily! And O! what an 
addition to the pleasure would it be to me, to hear that the eldest 
brother, or the two in turns, the one one day, the other the next, 
would recommend themselves and those around them, to the 
divine care and blessing every day. When you two, my dear 
young friends, attended some private meetings in the vestry, you 
expected, I have been told, to have been called out to prayer 
among others of the young; I then declined it, as thinking it 
might be rather overwhelming to you so early in life ; but as you 
are since grown in years, and I would hope in knowledge and 
grace, let social prayer (praying with others I mean) be no 
longer delayed. How good and how pleasant would it be for bro- 
thers and sisters thus to dwell together in unity : it would be like the 
fragrant and precious oil poured on the head of Aaron, and like the 
dews of the hot countries of the east. It would tend to make your 
living together more pleasant to yourselves, and it might be 
useful to servants, especially when adorned with a becoming 
life and conversation in other respects. Let these exercises be 
daily ; they need not be long ; they ought not to be tiresome to 
any. But more especially thus employ the hours of a Lord’s 
day, in which you are not engaged in public worship, or obliged 
to attend the avocations, which in a country life will more or 
less break in upon you. These may be very much diminished 
by prudence and foresight, but some things of a worldly nature 
are unavoidable. By care, however, you may redeem a con- 
siderable portion of time for private and for family religion ; 
make use of it for such purposes; for recollecting what you 
hear preached, for reading, for meditation, for self-examination, 
for prayer. Guard against common visits on that day, they are 
extremely dissipating ; and let your walks, if you indulge your. 
self so far, be solitary, and like what has commonly been suppo- 
sed to have been the case with Isaac, “who at eventide went 
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out,” it is said in our translation, “to meditate.” (Gen. xxiv, 63.) 
Another representation may be given in that passage of the 
patriarch’s life ; but such devout solitary walks may undoubtedly 
be beneficial. If you walk in company, guard against every 
thing dissipating, and set God before your eyes ; remember those 
days are holy, Jesus claims them as his own; “I was in the 
Spirit,” says St. John, “on the Lord’s day.” (Rev. i, 10.) 

If you can do it, labour to form friendships with the serious, 
and maintain religious converse with them; perhaps you may 
find such at W ; may you add to their number! Reading 
also together, in a family way, when not devotional, may be 
highly useful as well as pleasing. | 

Lastly, for it is time to draw to a conclusion, let me earnestly 
recommend it to you all four, to be very tender and careful of a 
very aged, nearly blind grandmother. Respect to the aged in 
general is inculcated in the book of God; is particularly men- 
tioned by Moses under a less perfect dispensatian. (Lev. xix, 
32.) Affectionate respect, and great tenderness in consequence, 
must be particularly due toward those that have been instru- 
mental in bringing us into life. Honouring parents is the first 
commandment dignified and recommended by a special promise, 
according to St. Paul. Sympathise with the weaknesses of old 
age, endeavour to soften those years, concerning which they 
that arrive at them are obliged to say, “We have no plea- 
sure in them.” I know old age is apt to be discontented ; but 
be not discouraged, let “patience have its perfect work,” and 
continue tending her with affection, till God give her and you 
a release. Let there be no room for complaints of being slight- 
ed; do you all frequently go and speak to her, grandsons as well 
as granddaughters ; spend a few minutes every now and then 
with her, and alleviate what you can the sorrows of declining 
life. Old age wants frequent supplies ; mere set meals are not 
sufficient for them; many a little nicety, many a little prepara- 
tion of liquid food, will be highly refreshing. 

I am yours, &c. 
T. Harmer. 





Siemmansemnete 
PULPIT ELOQUENCE. 


Our attention has been directed to this subject by one of our correspondenfs, 
for whom we entertain a high respect, and who has requested us to publish the 
observations of Dr. Buarr on this popular theme. We the more cheerfully 
comply with this request, because, in our opinion, no writer has treated the 
subject with greater candour and justice, while, at the same time, he has ex- 
emplified his own rules in his own sermons. But while Blair is justly esteemed 
a8 a writer upon eloquence, and as composing his sermons according to the rules 
of the art he has so justly illustrated, we regret that we cannot recommend him 
as an example to the Christian preacher, on account of the soundness and 
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depth of his principles as an evangelical divine ; for it seems to us, however much 
he might have excelled in that “gravity and warmth, which” he says, “‘ form 
that character of preaching which the French call Onction,” to be wanting in 
that holy anointing, of which St. John speaks, and which is the result of a tho- 
rough knowledge, a deep and genuine experience, of evangelical truth; a 
qualification this in a pulpit orator, which no human art can supply, no literary 
qualification can supersede, and which can only be acquired and maintained 
by an intimate and habitual communion with God, and the continual anointing 
of the Holy Spirit. 

Possessing these primary and essential qualifications of a gospel minister, we 
may then bring to our aid all those human attainments and artificial helps 
which may be within our grasp, and make them subserve the great and im- 
portant ends of our ministry. 

LET us begin, says Dr. Blair, with considering the advantages, 
and disadvantages, which belong to this field of public speaking. 
The pulpit has plainly several advantages peculiar to itself. The 
dignity and importance of its subjects must be acknowledged 
superior to any other. They are such as ought to interest every 
one, and can be brought home to every man’s heart ; and such 
as admit, at the same time, both the highest embellishment in 
describing, and the greatest vehemence and warmth in enfor- 
cing them. The preacher has also great advantages in treating 
his subjects. He-speaks not to one or a few judges, but to a 
large assembly. He is secure from all interruption. He is 
obliged to no replies, or extemporaneous efforts. He chooses 
his theme at leisure ; and comes to the public with all the as- 
sistance which the most accurate premeditation can give him. 

But, together with these advantages, there are also peculiar 
difficulties that attend the eloquence of the pulpit. The preach- 
ey, it is true, has no trouble in contending with an adversary; but 
then, debate and contention enliven the genius of men, and pro- 
cure attention. The pulpit orator is, perhaps, in too quiet pos- 
session of his field. His subjects of discourse are, in themselves, 
noble and important; but they are subjects trite and familiar. 
They have, for ages, employed so many speakers, and so many 
pens ; the public ear is so much accustomed to them, that it 
requires more than an ordinary power of genius to fix attention. 
Nothing within the reach of art is more difficult, than to bestow, 
on what is common, the grace of novelty. No sort of compo- 
sition whatever is such a trial of skill, as where the merit of it 
lies wholly in the execution ; not in giving any information that 
is new, not in convincing men of what they did not believe ; but 
in dressing truths which they knew, and of which they were 
before convinced, in such colours as may most forcibly affect 
their imagination and heart. It is to be considered too, that 
the subject of the preacher generally confines him to abstract 
qualities, to virtues and vices: whereas, that of ofher popular 
speakers Jeads them to treat of persons, which is a subject that 
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vommonly interests the hearers more, and takes faster hold of 
the imagination. The preacher’s business is solely to make you 
detest the crime. The pleader’s to make you detest the crimi- 
nal. He describes a living person; and with more facility 
rouses your indignation. From these causes it comes to pass, 
that though we have a great number of moderately good preach- 
ers, we have, however, so few that are singularly eminent. 
We are still far from perfection in the art of preaching; and 
perhaps there are few things in which it is more difficult to 
excel. The object, however, is noble, and worthy, upon many 
accounts, of being pursued with zeal. 

It may perhaps occur to some, that preaching is no proper 
subject of the art of eloquence. This, it may be said, belongs 
only to human studies and inventions ; but the truths of religion, 
with the greater simplicity, and the less mixture of art they are 
set forth, are likely to prove the more successful. This objec- 
tion would have weight, if eloquence were, as the persons who 
make such an objection commonly take it te be, an ostentatious 
and deceitful art, the study of words and of plausibility only, 
calculated to please and to tickle the ear. But against this idea 
of eloquence I have all along guarded. True eloquence is the 
art of placing truth in the most advantageous light for convic- 
tion and persuasion. This is what every good man who preaches 
the gospel, not only may, but ought to have at heart. It is most 
intimately connected with the success of his ministry ; and were 
it needful, as assuredly it is not, to reason any farther on this 
head, we might refer to the discourses of the prophets and apos- 
tles, as models of the most sublime and persuasive eloquence, 
adapted both to the imagination and the passions of men. 

An essential requisite in order to preach well, is to have a 
just, and at the same time, a fixed and habitual view of the end 
of preaching. For in no art can any man execute well, who 
has not a just idea of the end and object of that art. The end 
of all preaching is, to persuade men to become good. Every 
sermon, therefore, should be a persuasive oration. Not but 
that the preacher is to instruct and to teach, to reason and argue. 
All persuasion, as I showed formerly, is to be founded on con- 
viction. The understanding must always be applied to in the 
first place, in order to make a lasting impression on the heart ; 
and he who would work on men’s passions, or influence their 
practice, without first giving them just principles, and enlight- 
ening their minds, is no better than a mere declaimer. He may 
raise transient emotions, or kindle a passing ardour; but can 
produce no solid or lasting effect. At the same time it must be 
remembered, that all the preacher’s instructions are to be of the 
practical kind; and that persuasion must ever be his ultimate 
object. It is not to discuss some abstruse point that he ascends 
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the pulpit. It is not to illustrate some metaphysical truth, or ig 
inform men of something which they never heard before ; but 
it is to make them better men ; it is to give them, at once, clear 
views, and persuasive impressions of religious truth. The elo- 
quence of the pulpit, then, must be popular eloquence. One of 
the first qualities of preaching is to be popular ; not in the sense 
of accommodation to the humours and prejudices of the people, 
(which tends only to make a preacher contemptible,) but, in the 
true sense of the word, calculated to make impression on the 
people ; to strike and to seize their hearts. I scruple not there- 
tore to assert, that the abstract and philosophical manner of 
preaching, however it may have sometimes been admired, is 
formed upon a very faulty idea, and deviates widely from the 
just plan of pulpit eloquence. Rational, indeed, a preacher 
ought always to be: he must give his audience clear ideas on 
every subject, and entertain them with sense, not with sound ; 
but to be an accurate reasoner will be small praise, if he be not a 
persuasive speaker also. 

Now, if this be the proper idea of a sermon, a persuasive ora- 
tion, one very material consequence follows, that the preacher 
himself, in order to be successful, must be a good man. Ina 
preceding lecture, I endeavoured to show, that on no subject can 
any man be truly eloquent, who does not utter the “verze voces ab 
imo pectore,” who does not speak the language of his own con- 
viction, and his own feelings. If this holds, as, in my opinion, it 
does in other kinds of public speaking, it certainly holds in the 
highest degree in preaching. There, it is of the utmost conse- 
quence that the speaker firmly believe both the truth and the im- 
portance of those principles which he inculcates upon others ; 
and, not only that he believe them speculatively, but have a lively 
and serious feeling ofthem. This will always give an earnestness 
and strength, a fervour of piety to his exhortations, superior in 
its effects to all the arts of studied eloquence ; and without it 
the assistance of art will seldom beable to conceal the mere 
declaimer. A spirit of true piety would prove the most effectual 
guard against those errors which preachers are apt to commit. 
It would make their discourses solid, cogent, and useful: it 
would prevent those frivolous and ostentatious harangues, which 
have no other aim than merely to make a parade of speech, or 
amuse an audience ; and perhaps the difficulty of attaining that 
pitch of habitual piety and goodness, which the perfection of 
pulpit eloquence would require, and of uniting it with that tho- 
rough knowledge of the world, and those other talents which 
are requisite for excelling in the pulpit, is one of the great causes 
why so few arrive at very high eminence in this sphere. 

The chief characteristics of the eloquence suited to the pulpit, 
as distinguished from the other kinds of public speaking, appear 
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to me to be these two, gravity and warmth. The serious nature 
of the subjects belonging to the pulpit, requires gravity ; their 
importance to mankind requires warmth. It is far from being 
either easy or common to unite these characters of eloquence. 
The grave, when it is predominant, is apt to run into a dull uni- 
form solemnity. The warm, when it wants gravity, borders on 
the theatrical and light. The union of the two must be studied 
by all preachers as of the utmost consequence, both in the com- 
position of their discourses, and in their manner of delivery. 
Gravity and warmth united, form that character of preaching 
which the French call Onction; the affecting, penetrating, inter- 
esting manner, flowing from a strong sensibility of heart in the 
preacher to the importance of those truths which he delivers, 
and an earnest desire that they may make full impression on the 
hearts of his hearers. 

Next to a just idea of the nature and object of pulpit eloquence, 
the point of greatest importance to a preacher, is a proper choice 
of the subjects on which he preaches. To give rules for the 
choice of subjects for sermons, belongs to the theological more 
than to the rhetorical chair: only, in general, they should be 
such as appear to the preacher to be the most useful, and the 
best accommodated to the circumstances of his audience. No 
man can be called eloquent, who speaks to an assembly on sub- 
jects, or in a strain which none or few of them comprehend. 
The unmeaning applause which the ignorant give to what is 
above their capacity, common sense and common probity must 
teach every man to despise. Usefulness and true eloquence 
always go together ; and no man can long be ‘reputed a good 
preacher who is not acknowledged to be a useful one. 

The rules which relate to the conduct of the different parts 
of the sermon, the introduction, division, argumentative and 
pathetic parts, I reserve till I come to treat of the conduct of a 
discourse in general; but some rules and observations, which 
respect a sermon as a particular species of composition, I shall 
now give, and I hope they may be of some use. 

The first which I shall mention is, to attend to the unity of a 
sermon. Unity, indeed, is of great consequence in every com- 

osition ; but in other discourses, where the choice and direc- 
tion of the subject are not left to the speaker, it may be less in 
his power to preserve it. Ina sermon, it must be always the 
preacher’s own fault if he transgress it. What I mean by unity 
is, that there should be some one main point to which the whole. 
strain of the sermon should refer. It must not.be a bundle of 
different subjects strung together, but one object must predomi- 
nate throughout. This rule is founded on what we call expe- 
rience, that the mind can fully attend only to one capital object 
at a time. By dividmg, you always weaken the impression. 
Now this unity, without which no sermon can either have much 
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beauty or much force, does not require that there should be no 
divisions or separate heads in the discourse, or that one single 
thought only should be, again and again turned up to the hearers 
in different lights. It is not to be understood in so narrow a 
sense: it admits of some variety ; it admits of underparts and 
appendages, provided always that so much union and connection 
be observed, as to make the whole concur in some one impres- 
sion upon the mind. — I may employ, for instance, several differ- 
ent arguments to enforce the love of God; I may also inquire, 
perhaps, into the causes of the decay of this virtue ; still one 
great object is presented to the mind ; but if, because my text 
says, ** He that loveth God, must love his brother also,” I should, 
therefore, mingle in one discourse arguments for the love of God 
and for the love of our neighbour, I should offend unpardonably 
against unity, and leave a very loose and confused impression 
on the hearer’s mind. 

In the second place, sermons are always the more striking, 
and commonly the more useful, the more precise and particular 
the subject of them is. This follows, in a great measure from 
what I was just now illustrating. Though a general subject is 
capable of being conducted with a considerable degree of unity, 
yet that unity can never be so complete as in a particular one. 
The impression made must always be more undeterminate ; and 
the instruction conveyed will commonly, too, be less direct and 
convincing. General subjects, indeed, such as the excellency of 
the pleasures of religion, are often chosen by young preachers 
as the most showy, and the easiest to be handled; and, doubtless, 
general views of religion are not to be neglected, as on several 
occasions they have great propriety. But these are not the 
subjects most favourable for producing the high effects of preach- 
ing. They fall in almost unavoidably with the beaten track of 
common-place thought. Attention is much more commanded 
by seizing some particular view of a great subject, some single 
interesting topic, and directing to that point the whole farce of 
argument and eloquence. To recommend some one grace or vir- 
tue, or to inveigh against a particular vice, furnishes a subject not 
deficient in unity or precision; but if we confine ourselves to 
that virtue or vice as assuming a particular aspect, and consider 
it as it appears in certain characters, or affects certain situations 
in life, the subject becomes still more interesting. The execu- 
tion is, I admit, more difficult, but the merit and the effect are 


higher. 


[To be continued.] 





POPERY IN 1824. 


We have heard with our ears, because our fathers have told us, and we have 
seen with our eyes, because it has been faithfully transmitted to us in the page 
of history, of the deleterious effects of popery on the understandings and em- 
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sciences oi men ; blinding the one with a false light, and enslaving the other 
by the absurd dogmas of men of corrupt minds, “ who. have erred concerning 
the truth.” In addition to.its persecuting spirit, which has ‘been painfully felt 
by thousands of innocent individuals who have fallen under its tyrannical influ- 
ence, popery has been the hot-bed of infidelity, from which those swarms of 
desolating ‘‘ locusts” have come forth in Germany, and France, and elsewhere, 
who not only “ shook the earth,” the thrones of kings and emperors, “ but also 
heaven,” prostrating, as far as their diabolical influence was felt, the ministry 
and ordinances of Christianity. 

It was to be hoped that the wide diffusion of moral and religious principles, 
in the present age of Christian enterprise, would have softened, in some med- 
sure, at least, the asperity of the “‘ beast and the false prophet.” Indeed, this 
seemed to be the case; but recent events indicate, that whatever of liberality 
and true catholicism were manifested on the return of “‘ his holiness” to power, 
it was but a dictate of human policy accommodating itself to times and cir- 
cumstances, and watching for a favourable opportunity to revive the ancient 
claims of the pretended successors of St. Peter. 

We have been ted to these remarks by seeing, as published in the Wesleyan 
Methodist Magazine, a ‘“CrrcuLar LETTER” of pope Leo the twelfth, in 
which his holiness expresses his solicitude for the prosperity of the church, and 
in which he seems anxious to preserve its unity and exclusive dominion. This 
is followed by a ‘‘ Bull of Indiction,” “ for the Jubilee of the year 1825,” in 
which he piously invites his sons and daughters, to come from far and near to 
visit the seat of wealth and fashion to all the Italian states, the venerable city 
of Rome. Some extracts from these documents follow. | 

In respect to Leo himself, if he have any genuine piety, it must be of very 
recent date, as his “ gallantries at Rome” and elsewhere, previous to his ele- 
vation to the pontifical chair, were matters of public notoriety ; but being a 
great favourite of the late pope, his enormities were winked at, and he was 
employed as a legate to other courts, until the death of his predecessor, when he 
became the successful candidate to the ecclesiastical crown. 


‘¢ The Circular Letter of the most Holy Lord, our Lord Leo the twelfth, by divine proxi- 
dence Pope, to all Patriarchs, Primates, Archbishops, and Bishops. 
‘‘To the venerable Brethren, the Patriarchs, Primates, Archbishops, and Bishops, 
Pope Leo the Twelfth. 


‘¢ Venerable brethren, health and apostolical benediction ! 

‘© As soon as we were elevated to the high dignity of sove- 
REIGN PONTIFF, we immediately began to exclaim, with St. Leo 
the Great, ‘O Lord! I heard thy voice and was afraid; I con- 
sidered thy works, and was filled with terror. For what is so 
extraordinary and such a subject of dread, as labour to one who 
is weak, elevation to a lowly one, and dignity to one who is 
unworthy? And yet we neither despair, nor faint, because we do 
not presume upon ourselves, but we depend on him who works 
inus.’ (Sermon the third on his birthday, which was held on 
the anniversary of his elevation to the office of sovereign pontiff. ) 
These expressions, which were uttered from lowliness of mind, 
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by this pontiff, who can never be sufficiently praised, we adopt 
and profess as true with regard to ourself. 


Having thus introduced himself to his “venerable brethren,” as he calls 
them, he proceeds to exhort them in language, which, if adopted by a pious 
and scriptural episcopacy, would be truly appropriate, to a “ personal residence 
in their respective diocesses,” that they may faithfully perform the duties of 
their office, and preserve the unity and identity of the church. Were .the 
Roman Catholic church the only true church, or a true church at all, all this 
would be well enough; but for a man who has trampled on all laws, outraged 
even common decency, usurped the place of Jesus Christ himself, by being 
placed as the supreme head over a corrupt church, anti-christian in its spirit 
and many of its practices, to assume such a language, is truly shocking, and 
seems to us to border on blasphemy. But what follows will show the principal 
object of all this pious care and zeal. His holiness doubtless feels the influ- 
ence of the present exertions in the Protestant world, to spread the knowledge 
of divine truth by means of Bible and Missionary Societies; and therefore 
wishes to oppose a timely barrier against its farther progress within his do- 
minions. 


‘¢ Apply your minds, venerable brethren, to this subject. It 
is not ‘the small spark,’ of which St. Jerome speaks ; it is not,, 
I say, ‘a@ small spark, which, almost as soon as we obtain a 
glimpse of it, becomes again invisible; it is not a little leaven 
which seems a small matter. But it is a flame which attempts 
to devastate nearly the whole world, and to consume walls, 
cities, and the most extensive forests and countries ; it is a lea- 
ven which, when sprinkled upon the flour, tries to corrupt the 
whole mass.’ (In Epist. ad Galat. 1, iii, cap. 5.) In this cause 
for alarm, the service of our apostleship would completely fail, 
unless He who keepeth Israel neither slumbered nor slept, and 
who says to his disciples, ‘ Behold, I am with you always to the 
end of the world; and unless he deigned not only to become 
the Keeper of the sheep, but likewise the Shepherd of the shep- 
herds.’? (St. Leo, in the sermon just cited.) 

“‘ But what is the tendency of these remarks? A certain sect. 
which undoubtedly is not unknown to you, improperly arroga- 
ting to itself the title of Puitosopny, has raised from their ashes 
the disordered [or routed] phalanxes of nearly every kind of 
error. This sect, holding out the alluring, yet specious sem- 
blance of piety and liberality, makes a profession of toleration, as 
they term it, or of indifferentism, and extols it not only in civil 
matter, about [its utility in] which we are not now speaking, but 
likewise in the business of religion; it teaches that God has 
granted ample liberty to every one, that, what sect or opinion 
soever pleases a man according to his own private judgment, he 
may embrace or adopt it without endangering his salvation. 
Against this impiety of doting men, the apostle Paul gives us the 
foHowing admonition : ‘Now I beseech you brethren, mark them 
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which cause divisions and offences contrary to the doctrine 
which ye have learned; and avoid them. For they that are 
such, serve not our Lord Jesus Christ, but their own belly ; ‘and 
by good words and fair speeches, deceive the hearts of the sim- 
pie.” (Rom. xvi, 18.) 

‘«‘ This is not in reality a new error ; but it rages after a new 
and more audacious manner, in these our days, against the sta~ 
bility and integrity of the Catholic faith. For Eusebius informs 
us, (Eccles. Hist. lib. v,) from Rhodon, that this same mad 
opinion was uttered long ago, by one Appelles, a heretic in the 
second century, who asserted that it was quite unnecessary to 
institute an examination into the faith [of an individual, | but that 
every one ought to continue steadfast in [the profession of] that 
which he had once imbibed ; because, according to the affirma- 
tion of Appelles, those who had placed their hopes on the cru- 
CIFIED must be saved, provided they were found in [the exercise 
of] good works. Augustine also testifies, (on Heresies, s. 72,) 
how Retorius foolishly declared, that all heretics walk correctly 
and speak the truth: ‘Which is an assertion so exceedingly 
absurd,’ says that holy father, ‘as to seem to me to be incredi- 
ble.” Besides, this indifferentism is perceived to have been so 
extensively published and so violently to have spread its ravages, 
as impudently to contend that ‘all the sects walk correctly,’— 
not merely those sects that are out of the pale of the Catholic 
church, and that [ore tenus,] as far as words go, admit revelation 
as the basis and foundation,—but those societies likewise that, 
after having rejected divine revelation, make an open profession 
of pure deism, nay, of mere naturalism. This js undoubtedly ‘a 
very absurd sentiment :’ and it seemed to St. Augustine with 
much justice and propriety, to be the indifferentism of Retorius : 
yet his opinion was confined within certain limits. But will it 
ever be possible for any man, who makes a right use of his rea- 
son, to approve of a toleration which extends itself to deism, and 
even to naturalism, and which was reprehended by the ancient 
heretics themselves? Yet, (such is the degeneracy of the times, 
and such the deceit of this lying philosophy !) a general tolera- 
tion is approved, defended, and commended by this species of 
false philosophers ! 

‘‘ Indeed there have not been wanting several eminent writers, 
professors of the true philosophy, who with great devotedness 
have attempted to destroy this monster by invincible arguments. 
That it is impossible for God, who is supremely true, nay, su- 
preme truth itself, who is infinitely good and wise in the admi- 
nistration of his providence, and the rewarder of the good,—that 
it is impossible for him to approve of all sects, who suggest and 
propagate false doctrines, which are frequently contradictory 
and at variance with each ether, or for him to bestow eternal 
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rewards upon the professors of such doctrines,—is a thing se 
evident in itself as to render it superfluous to add another word 
on the subject. For ‘we have a more sure word of prophecy ;’ 
and when writing to you, ‘we speak wisdom among them that 
are perfect, yet not the wisdom of this world, but the wisdom of 
God in a mystery.’ It is by this wisdom that we are instructed, 
and by divine faith we hold ‘one Lord, one faith, one baptism ; 
for there is none other name under heaven given among men, 
except the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, whereby we must 
be saved :’ wherefore, we also openly profess, that out of the 
church is no salvation. 

«But, ‘O the depth of the riches, both of the wisdom and 
knowledge of God! How unsearchable are his judgments !’ 
God, who ‘destroys the wisdom of the wise,’ (1 Cor. i,.19,) 
seems to have ‘given over’ the enemies of his church, who spurn 
a supernatural revelation, ‘to a reprobate mind,’ (Rom. i, 28,) 
and to that ‘MYSTERY OF INIQUITY,’ which was written on the 
forehead of the wanton female of whom St. John speaks. (Rev. 
xvii, 5.) For what iniquity can be greater than that of proud 
men of this class, who have not only forsaken the true religion 
themselves, but are also desirous of entangling the incautious 
and unsuspecting, by words and writings full of all guile and 
deceit? Let God arise, and let him suppress, destroy, and 
reduce to nothing, this unbridled licentiousness of speaking, 
writing, and publishing ! 

‘¢ What more can be said? The iniquity of our enemies pro- 
ceeds to such a length, that, in addition to the filthy mass of 
pernicious books, which is of itself prejudicial to religion, they 
endeavour to convert to the detriment of religion the very sacred 
scriptures themselves, which were bestowed on us, by God, for 
the establishment of religion. 

«It is no seeret to you, venerable brethren, that a certain 
society, vulgarly called ‘ Tue Brsie Society,’ [audacter vaga- 
ri] is audaciously dispreading itself through the whole world. 
After despising the traditions of the holy fathers, and in oppo- 
sition to the well known decree of the council of Trent, (ses- 
sion the fourth, on the publication and use of the sacred books, ) 
this society has collected all its forces, and directs every means 
to one object,—to the translation, or rather to the perversion of 
tHe BiBLeE into the vernacular languages of all nations! From 
this fact there is strong ground to fear, lest, as in some instances 
already known, so likewise in the rest, through a perverse inter- 
pretation, there be framed out of the gospel of Christ, a gospel 
of man, or, what is worse, a gospel of the devil. (St. Jerome 
in cap. 1. Epist. ad Galat.) 

‘‘For the purpose of averting this pest, several of our prede- 
eessors published constitutions ; and, in these last days, Pius 
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the Seventh, of pious memory, delivered two. briefs,—one to 
Ignatius, archbishop of Gnesne,—the other to Stanislaus, arch- 
bishop of Mohilow ; in both of which are found many accurate 
and wise extracts from the sacred writings, and from tradition, 
to demonstrate with what craftiness this invention becomes 
hurtful to faith and manners. 

‘¢We likewise, in discharge of our apostolical functions, 
exhort you, venerable brethren, diligently to occupy yourselves 
by every possible method, to remove your flocks from these 
deadly and destructive pastures. Reprove, entreat, ‘be mstant 
in season, and out of season,’ in all patience and doctrine, that 
the faithful under your charge, conforming themselves exactly 
to the rules of our congregation of the index, may be assuredly 
persuaded, if the Holy Bible, translated into the vulgar tongue, 
be generally permitted, without discrimination, more detriment 
than utility will arise from such a practice, in consequence of 
men’s rashness. 


In the above extracts we may see a display of that ecclesiastical finesse, 
which is the offspring of the cunningness of the serpent, by associating the pro- 
smoters of Bible societies, and the advocates of the principles of toleration in 
regard to religious worship, with deists and naturalists, with a view, no doubt, to 
render them the more odious in the estimation of all good Catholic Christians, 
This guise, however, is too thin not to be seen through, and must excite a 
smile even in the breasts of those Catholic bishops and priests, who know the 
true state of the case. To us, who have so long witnessed the devout ardour, 
the sincere and scientific zeal, of many Protestants in spreading * the savour 
of his name,” it seems as impious as it is ridiculous, to stigmatise with such 
opprobrious epithets, men who have “‘ hazarded their lives for the name of the 


Lord Jesus.” . 
[The ‘ Bull of Indiction’ will be given in our next number.} 





‘ UTILITY OF THE MAGAZINE, 
Extract of a letter from the Rev. W. Case, dated 
| Kingston, (U. C.) 20th December, 1824. 

Dear BrReTHREN,—Sixty-four subscribers having given in 
their names for the Magazine, by mail, for the year 1825, we 
request you will forward that number to Mr. James R. Arm- 
strong, Kingston, (U. C.,) via Sacketts Harbour. 

About seventy sets, including those ordered in our last, are 
taken by the friends in Bay Quinty circuit alone ; and most of 
these were obtained in a short time by the preachers in that 
circuit. ‘It is presumed the list of subscribers might be easily 
increased, greatly to the advantage of the cause of religion, as 
well as the interests of the concern, if an active part were taken 
by the preachers in the circulation of this valuable work. We 
judge of its importance in carrying on the work of God, by the 
zood it has produced in this country. Besides the spirit of bex 
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nevolence, which is diffused in most places where this work is 
read, a more general knowledge is imparted of the truths of the 
gospel and the devices of Satan, by which means we perceive 
there is a more steady and faithful perseverance in the ways of 
the Lord. It tends also to fill up an idle hour im a useful im- 
provement of the mind. How often has the divine melting 
been felt while relating at the table, or reading in the fireside 
circle, the interesting accounts of revivals—impressive anec- 
dotes of providence and grace—the holy lives and triumphant 
deaths of the faithful, &c. &c. This I have often witnessed, 
and it is my most mature opinion, that the cause of religion and 
benevolence, as well as the interests of the concern, would be 
greatly promoted if the Magazine were generally circulated. 
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GRAND RIVER MISSION. 


Letier from the Rev. Wm. Case, dated Niagara, November 29, 1824. 

An earlier extract from brother his knees, trembled, wept, and rejoi- 
Crawford’s letter, on the state of the ced. When the tune was ended we 
Grand river mission, was intended, all kneeled down, and the chief prayed 
agreeably to promise, in my last of extempore. The spirit rested on the 








August 31; but the pressure of other assembly in mighty power, and they 
duties prevented. His letter of August 
10, shows that the work of conversions 
was still going on; the school was doing 
well; the society was advancing in 
spiritual attainments; the prejudices 
in a neighbouring tribe were doing 
away; and that native teachers were 
increasing in zeal and usefulness. The 
following is an extract :— 

“The common and the sabbath 
schools are unusually prosperous. Last 
sabbath twenty-seven were present ; 
many more would attend if they had 
opportunity. Two Indian youths were 
lately converted, and the work of grace 
is going on in the hearts of our Indian 
brethren generally; their prayers are 
fervent, and the exhortations of some 
are instructive, powerful,and affecting. 

About sun-rise we meet at the school 
room for our morning devotion, when 
all join in singing, and two or three 
pray ; the meeting is then closed, and 
all retire to their several employments. 
At a morning meeting lately, brother 
Davis, the aged chief, read prayers in 
the Mohawk. As we arose to sing our 
hearts were much affected with grati- 
tude for the great things the Lord had 
done for us. The chief was so melted 
that he could not sing : he was so filled 
with peace and comfort that he fell on 


glorified God with loud voices. Some 
were so filled with the blessed com- 
forter that they could scarcely walk 
home; and when I retired from the 
meeting, the old chief was heard in 
the woods alone, shouting glory and 
praises to his Redeemer and Saviour. 
In all this [ saw nothing of vanity or 
of art; but the effusions of overflow- 
ing souls. The tears which flowed, 
together with the weighty expressions 
of love and gratitude, evidenced the 
sincerity of their hearts. 

‘** Tuesday and Friday evenings are 
our stated times for public prayer 
meetings: at these meetings all who 


are disposed are invited to pray. Here 


sinners and mourners are prayed for. 
If one is overtaken in a fault, they has- 
ten to his relief, and they seldom cease 
their supplications till he is reclaimed 
from the error ofhis ways. The ardour 
which is manifested on these occasions, 
I have seldom seen in other societies ; 
so faithful are they to help one another 
on in the way to heaven: and the an- 
swers to prayer which they obtain are 
powerful, and sometimes overwhelm- 
ing. This was remarkably manifest at 
one of these prayer meetings lately. 
The commencement of the meeting 
was rather dull. but their wrestling and 











ardent prayer was soon succeeded by 
songs of joy, and shouts of praise. After 
a suitable season the meeting was con- 
cluded, and the congregation was ad- 
vised toretire. The brethren, however, 
were in such a happy state of mind, that 
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ill 


of these happy Indians reverberated 
through the woods with a solemnity I 
cannot forget, Surely, thought I, this 
scripture is fulfilled in my hearing : 
‘¢ The wilderness and the solitary place 
shall be glad for them, and the desert 


shall rejoice and blossom as the rose.” 


they were unwilling to separate, and 
Isaiah xxxv. 1. 


they continued singing. As I retired 
to my lodgings, the melodious voices 





EXTRACT OF A LETTER FROM BISHOP M‘KENDREE, 
Dated Columbia, (Tenn.) Dec. 4, 1824. 


Sucu are my bodily afflictions, al- preachers to pursue their work with 
though I enjoy much better health than cheerfulness. The missionary appoint- 
heretofore, I am not able to perform ed last year to visit the Indians in the 
the duties of an effective man. With bounds of the Missouri conference, is 
the assistance of kind and attentive continued. From the Tennessee con- 
friends, I have visited the Wyandot ference there are three missionaries, 


Mission, * attended all the conferences, 
commencing with Ohio, to the Tenne- 
see, the last of which concluded yes- 
terday. The state of our affairs af- 
fords sufficient encouragement for the 


one married and two single, sent to the 
Cherokee Indians. It is made their 
business, principally, to preach the 
gospel to these people. 


* See the January number of the Magazine. 





REVIVAL OF RELIGION IN 


COLUMBIA COUNTY, N. ¥Y. 


Extract of a letter dated Sanv Lake, November 19, 1824, to the Rev. Wa. Loser. 


In the course of conversation last 
evening, you and your partner were 
mentioned ; and as it is a peculiar and 
interesting time in this region of the 
country, as it respects the state of our 
Zion, we all concluded that we did not 
do well to have this day of rejoicing, 
without sending you some account of 
the subject matter of our Joy 3 more 
especially as some of the benefits of the 
late shower of grace have descended 
upon your family connections; and it 
was finally resolved that I must be the 
scribe. ‘ 

At a camp-meeting recently held in 
Chatham, upwards of fifty were hope- 
fully brought from darkness to light. Since 
this, in the use of the ordinary means of 
grace, the gracious work of conviction, 
repentance, faith, and salvation from 
sin, has delightfully prevailed in many 
places on the circuit. In one place, a 
society of about thirty members has 
been raised up. Parents and children 
are included in this glorious work, who 
are together rejoicing in hope of the 
glory of God. In Canaan, I am inform- 
ed, upwards of forty have been con- 


verted since the camp-meeting, and 
the work is still progressing. I think 
I should not go beyond the truth in 
saying, that between eighty and one 
hundred have experienced a radical 
change in this circuit, during the pre- 
sent revival. Glory be to God! He 
is peculiarly and eminently near at the 
present time, in ,this section. of the 
country. Old professors are much 
quickened, and the necessity of sanc- 
tification is pressed on the people by 
the preachers; and, blessed be the 
Lord, while many are excited to seek 
after this blessing, others profess an 
experience of it. 

pwards of seventy have been added 
to our little squadron at Sand Lake. 
As yet, the work appears to be confin- 
ed to the Methodists; but I hope the 
fire will spread in every direction, till 
there shall not be one son of Belial left 
to open his mouth against such a soul 
reviving work. Methinks I hear you 
saying .4men. Well, then, pray for the 
universal spread and triumph of the 
kingdom of “ righteousness, peace, and 
joy in the Holy Ghost.” 





PENSACOLA MISSION. 


In consequence of the many formi- 


this mission, my success has not been 





dable difficulties which I have had to as great as I originally anticipated. 
encounter in prosecuting the objects of However, I trust some good has been 
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done. In Pensacola I formed a small 
society in the fore part of the year. 
Though several of the members have 
left the place, and one or two turned 
back to the ways of sin, yet a few are 
still endeavouring to escape the pollu- 
tions of the world, and live according 
to the gospel of God our Saviour. The 
pious of different Protestant denomina- 
tions are much united, and appear to 
be exerting themselves to promote the 
sacred cause of religion, in this place 
of moral darkness and desolation. Tes- 
taments are introduced into one or two 
of the public schools: the Scriptures, 
with religious tracts of various descrip- 
tions, are distributed to all who will 
read them. We have also lately com- 
menced a Sunday school, particularly 
for the instruction of the coloured 
population. These measures, connect- 
ed with the ministry of the word, and 
the means of grace in general, will 
finally be effectual, we hope, in accom- 
plishing a glorious reformation. I flat- 
ter myself that I have, at least, prepa- 
red the way for greater good the en- 
suing year. Jam of the opinion that 
if a revival were to commence here, it 
would eventuate in extensive good to 
this people. 

I have visited several small neigh- 
bourhoods on the Escambe river, ‘To 
the poor the gospel is preached,” and 
while the rich, and prudent, and ho- 
nourable of this world, refuse to em- 
brace its consoling promises, the poor 
are glad to hear and receive. them. 
This is evinced in the present case,—~ 
these people are in ordinary circum- 
stances, none of them rich, no popular 
distinctions amongst them, all are on 
alevel; and these are the people whom 
T found to be the genuine friends of the 
wospe], and the most ready to receive 
its interesting communications. They 
have almost unanimously attended on 
preaching, and have generally paid 
strict attention tothe word. The most 
of them appear seriously impressed. 
A few are now labouring under the 
influence of deep conviction; others 


St. lugustine Mission. 


have emerged from darkness tu light, 
and realized “justification by faith 
through our Lord Jesus Christ.” Some 
have been reclaimed from their back- 
sliding, and the pleasure of the Lord 
has indeed prospered. I havesucceed- 
ed in raising three or four little socie- 
ties, and the most of them appear to be 
much devoted to God, and his blessed 
work. The prospect is still encou- 
raging, and I think the people will 
generally embrace religion. 

I have extended the bounds of this 
mission to Mobile. This I have not at 
all regretted. Mobile is an interesting 
place ; it is improving very fast, and 
exhibits a prospect of future eminence 
and importance. I have not spent 
much of my time here, as it was not 
embraced in the original plan of our 
mission. I have have had very res- 
pectable and attentive congregations : 
I believe religious impressions have 
been made, and I hope the consequen- 
ces of my labour will be more fully rea- 
lized in days to come. We have acon- 
siderable society in this place. The 
society of coloured people is in quite 2 
flourishing state. We are now about 
beginning a Methodist chapel: it will 
be a neat and comfortable house: we 
calculate it will be completed in the 
course of this winter. When this is 
accomplished, I have scarcely a doubt 
but that we shall very soon have a 
large and respectable society. There 
is vast need for evangelical exertion in 
this country. 

The above is, I believe, a true ac- 
count, with respect to the state of reli- 
gion. Wickedness, indeed, abounds 
with many, and the love of some is 
waxing cold, My heart trembles whilc 
I contemplate the awful destiny of im- 
mortal souls, without an interest in the 
divine atonement. May God send forth 
more labourers, and may he dispense 
the benign influence of the gospel to 
the hearts and consciences of perish- 
ing sinners. 

Henry P. Coox. 

Mobile, November 28, 1824. 





ST. AUGUSTINE MISSION. 


Extract of a letter from the Rev. Noau Laney, dated Charleston, (S. C.) January 
20, 1825. 


At the last South Carolina confer- 
ence I was sent as a missionary to St. 
Augustine. Being conscious of my 
insufficiency for so important a trust, I 


lifted my heart in fervent prayer te 
God, that he would direct and sustain 
me in this arduous enterprise; and 
though I cannot boast of great num- 
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bers who have turned to God, yet I ‘‘ I've got the Bible now.” His wife 


indulge a hope that a few have become 
the subjects of converting grace. 
The first quarterly meeting after my 
arrival was attended with a solemn 
sense of God’s presence, and’ one sin- 
ner professed to be awakened to a 


‘tures. His 


joins with him in searching the Scrip- 
priest has tried to get 
the Bible from them; but they say 
they will not “part with so good a 
book.” 

Our coloured members in-this place 


sense of his lost condition, who soon seem very pious. Indeed I-never saw 
after died, it is said, in the triumph of so promising a society of blacks, so 


faith. At the conclusion of the love- 
feast, which was 2 precious season, the 
sacrament of the Lord’s supper was 
administered to fifty-one communi- 
cants. This was truly an exhilarating 
sight, and we felt that our Saviour was 
eh re with his people. One dear 

rother who then commemorated the 
dying love of Jesus with us, has since 
gone to drink the wine of the kingdom 
in heaven. 
who was watching with him, “Iam 
not afraid todie.” His last words were, 
‘* Lord Jesus receive my soul.” 

A few Spaniards attend our meet- 
ings, and those of them who understand 
our language ns omy to be delighted. 
One in particular, a Catholic, has 
attended very steadily, and seemed 
charmed with singing and prayer. As 
he came out of one of our class-meet- 
ings, he affectionately embraced one 
of our friends, and said, “‘O! this is 
what I love.” His attendance on our 
meetings has produced a threat from 
one of the Catholic friars; he was 
fearful that he would become a Metho- 


“QO!” said hé to a sister: 


much devoted to God. They hold 
communion with Him, and walk in the 
light of His countenance. So evident 
is the change in their conduct, that it 
is remarked by the people here as 
something extraordinary. One of 
them spoke very feelmgly in our. late 
love-feast: ‘‘O,” said he, ‘I once hate 
God—no love his le—I was sinner 
—but when I came‘and hear de gospel 
I was convinced I was wrong. O, I 
now love God—his people—me love 
Jesus—he sinner’s friend—and O, if 
my massa was to give me all Augus- 
tine, I would not turn back.” This 
r man was born in Africa, and never 
eard of the name of Jesus till he came 
to America. He ‘is now a happy Chris- 


tian. About a dozen have joined our 
church this year; and many, who are 
not of us, are ve 
the preaching of the word. God is 
indeed working for us in this place. 
Prejudice and bigotry are on 
treat, and are succeeded by a candid 
attention to truth. 


friendly and attend 
e re- 


Indeed, when the pure doctrines of 





dist, and hé charged the man to visit the gospel are faithfully preached, a 
us DO more. divine power accompanies them, and 

Another Catholic, aged eighty-seven, a reformation of heart and life is the 
has lately had a Spanish Bible given blessed consequence. Even in hea- 
him, and he seems charmed with it; then countries, nothing is wanting, in 
reads it daily, and prizes it so highly my opinion, to the total overthrow of 
that he has weighed it. ‘““O!” says he, their superstitious rites and ceremo- 
‘‘¥ do love the Bible. There are many nies, but plain truth, warmly addressed 
Bibles in St. Augustine, but none so to the heart and conscience, so as to 
good asmine.” And pointing with his make them feel their tremendous 
finger upwards, he joyfully exclaims, weight and importance. Surely the 
‘‘It shows me the road.” He some- truth of God will ultimately prevail 
times calls to the traveller as he walks and triumph. May God hasten the 
the streets, invites him in, saying, time for Christ’s sake. Amen. 





WESLEYAN METHODIST MISSIONS. 


From the Wesleyan Methodist Magazine for December, we extract the following intelligence 
yespecting the success of their foreign missions: 

PALESTINE.—Mr. Cook, the missionary at this place, after giving a detailed account of his 
journey through various places of this land of the ancient prophets and apostles, thus describes 
his entrance into Jerusalem, his reception by the American missionaries and others, and of his 
Visit to some places rendered famous as having been the theatre of important transactions :-— 

WE entered Jerusalem at about five monks, and from thence a.lad accom- 
o’clock in the afternoon. I was con- panied me to the Greek convent, in 
ducted to the convent of the Latin which the American brethren, Fisk 


15 


Von. vit. 
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and Bird, reside. I found Mr. Fisk re- 
covering from a severe-attack of fever, 
and just able to walk out on the terrace 
of the convent. As it was the first 
Monday in the month, we united our 
prayers with those of our brethren in 
different parts of the world, who on 
that day pray for the enlargement and 
establishment of the kingdom of the 
Redeemer, through the operation of 
the Spirit of God. 

April 5th, (Jerusalem) —The Ameri- 
can brethren occupy the upper part of 
the Greek convent, on what is called 
Mount Calvary, containing six apart- 
ments, for which they pay one hundred 
dollars per annum, under the name of 
presents ; this is probably much more 
than a similar suit of rooms would cost 
if they could hire such of a private per- 
son. The advantage of having cham- 
bers in a monastic establishment is a 
greater security against theft, in case 
of occasional absences with your ser- 
vants. A guard must be left in a pri- 
vate house if it be left, though but for 
a short time; and secondly, the per- 
mission to reside in one of their con- 
vents is a kind of virtual recognition 
on the part of the heads of the church, 
which facilitates our labours: among 
them. 

l occupy Mr. King’s chamber, who 
is now at Joppa, (or Jaffa, ) studying the 
Koran, with an Arabic Sheik. From 
the window of my room, I can see on 
the east the mount of Olives, below 
which, but more toward the south, is 
the Haram, {or forbidden ground,) into 
which Christians may not enter, occu- 
pying the whole site of Solomon’s tem- 
ie and containing the mosques of 
Sakhara and Aksa; at about one hun- 
dred yards distance on the south-east, 
is the church of the Sepulchre, the sup- 
posed site of both the crucifixion and 
the resurrection of our blessed Saviour; 
directly beyond which a very level 
range of mountains, the mountains of 
Moab, bound the horizon. The Dead 
sea and the river Jordan lie between 
those mountains and Jerusalem, but 
are hidden from sight by the mount of 
Olives, and other intervening hills. 

April 6th.—I went to the church of 
the Holy Sepulchre. In one respect 
this church sleased me more, or rather, 
disgusted me less, than most of the 
churches (not Protestant) that I have 
seen; here the Saviour is the chief 
object of attention, and not his mother, 
per any other human being. 
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In the-evening I visited the mount of 
Olives. We passed the bed of the tor- 
rent, or brook Kedron, which was now 
dry. I thought of David fleeing from 
Absalom, and Jesus going to Gethse- 
mane. A small olive-ground, contain- 
ing eight olive trees, (the most vene- 
rable and ancient in appearance that I 
have ever seen,) was pointed out as 
Gethsemane. 


4 My Saviour thou thy love to me, 
In shame, in want, in pain hast show’d. 
For me, on the accursed tree, 
Thou pouredst forth thy guiltless blood ; 
Thy wounds upon my heart impress, 
Nor aught shall the lov’d stamp efface.” 


On the top of the hill my meditations 
were interrupted by my companion, 
(Mr. Fisk’s dragoman, Joseph) calling 
out, ‘“‘ This way, sir!” I perceived on 
turning round, that something was to 
be seen there, and my mind was so lit- 
tle in unison with any of their super- 
stitions, that I at first refused to turn 
aside; but finding that it would be a 
greater interruption to explain why } 
did not wish to look at these things than 
it would be simply to look at them, J 
followed in silence, and was shown a 
hollow in a stone, said to be an impres- 
sion left by the foot of our Saviour, 
when he ascended into heaven, (Acts 
1,8.) Yet these same persons show us 
the village of Bethany, on another part 
of the mount of Olives, at a distance 
from this place of nearly a mile; and 
St. Luke says it was at Bethany he was 
parted from them and carried up into 
heaven. 

April 7th.—I went out with Messrs. 
Fisk and Bird to mount Zion. Part of 
this is without the modern walls of Je- 
rusalem, which must have been much 
stronger in a military point of view 
when it included the whole of this 
mount. We observed the literal ac- 
complishment of the prophecy, (Jer. 
xxvi, 18, and Micah iii, 12,) which has 
been taken notice of by several mo- 
dern travellers. 

We visited the Armenian convent 
here, the church of which is said to 
occupy the place of the house of Annas, 
in which Peter denied his Master. We 
were prevented from seeing the tomb 
of David, and the place where it is said 
Christ held his last supper, by the pre- 
sence of some Mohammedans, who 
were visiting the tomb, or performing 
their devotions in the mosque erected 
over the latter place. We were told, 
in rather a rude and threatening man- 
ner, not to approach them. 











I had a long conversation with Mr. 
Fisk on a missionary establishment at 
Jerusalem. He said there were but 
two plans that he could suggest: the 
first, to build, at the expense of the 
different missionary societies, whose 
agents will be employed here, (say the 
American board, the Jews’ Society, 
and the Wesleyan,) a kind of convent, 
in which each might have his separate 
quarter, and there might be a Bible 
depot, and a place of worship common 
to all. 
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houses; for the present we may reside 
in the convents of the Greeks, which 
are open to us. Conversing about 
stations for missionaries, Mr. F’. said, 
it had appeared to him desirable that 
the following should be occupied :— 
Acre and Nazareth, distant from each 
other six or seven hours, one station, 
including (by occasional visits) the 
whole of Galilee ;* a second station 
might be Jerusalem and Judea. This 
would include Bethlehem, Hebron, 
Joppa, Arimathea, Lydda, and Gaza. 


The other plan would be to hire, if Beyroot and mount Lebanon, with its 


we could, each a house for himself, and 
the influence of the missionaries might 
be extended a little more by their 
dwelling at a little distance from each 
other. The Jewish establishment 
might be in the Jews quarter, but the 
Christians would derive little advan- 
tage from this, as the Christian quarter 
is not very extended. There would 
be great difficulty in procuring suitable 


towns and villages, and the coast of 
Tyre and Sidon, would be a third sta- 
tion; and it is probable, from the ac- 
counts of Messrs, Connor and Wolf, 
that Aleppo and its neighbourhood 
would be as favourable a situation, at 
least, as any of these just mentioned. 

* Tiberias and Safet are important places in 


Galilee, with regard to the Jews. Cana, in Ga- 
lilee, and some villages, are Christian. 


SOUTH INDIA MISSIONS. 


MADRAS.— Mr. Hoole, who has been stationed at Madras, gives a very encouraging account 
of the mission in that part of India. He has lately taken a journey into a new tract of country, 
“which,” it is said, “will probably stretch to an elevated, cool, and salubrious part of the country, 
where a mission establishment would at once benefit the natives, and be a retreat for invalid 
missionaries, from those stations where health is rendered more precarious by the climate.’ On 
December 3d, 1823, Mr. Hoole left Madras for his intended journey, and on the 14th he arrived 


at Tricaloor. The following are Mr. Hoole’s remarks after his arrival at this place: 


AxgouT six hours’ march last night 
brought us to this town, which seems 
to be one of considerable size and im- 
portance. After breakfast I collected 
my servants and bearers, who, although 
they are heathens, except one, were 
very attentive while I read and prayed 
with them about an hour. At noon I 
had a call from Rohonantachariar, a 
Brahmin, I should suppose of some con- 
sequence, by his attendants: he pro- 
fessed to be better acquainted with 
Sanscrit than any other language, but 
received from me a Tel tract, and 
the gospel of Matthew in Canarese. 
He asked my opinion of idolatry, listen- 
ed respectfully to what I had to say, 
and acknowledged he had never heard 
ofthe nature of Christianity before: he 
went away, and returned in about two 
hours with some of his friends, the eldest 
of them past middle age, and of an honest 
and open countenance; another was 
bold, quick, and very disputatious. We 
had a long conversation on the nature 
of God, of the soul, of true happiness, 
of heaven, of sin, and hell torments. 
The others seemed pleased with my ar- 


guments, and if they said any thing it 
was by way of,inquiry, but the last 
mentioned dispptant kept up the argu- 
ment as long as he could with proprie- 
ty: at last he admitted that I was per- 
ectly right, and said that the same ae 
trines were to be found in some of their 
Shastras, but that they contained oppo- 
site doctrines too, which must be recei- 
ved. I endeavoured to pointout the folly 
of embracing contradictions, entered 
on the doctrine of the atonement, and 
contrasted their inefficient observances 
with the provision of the gospel. I 
walked with them to their own village,. 
about two miles, and by the way endea- 
voured to apply what they had heard 
and admitted to bereasonableand good, 
and to show them the beauty and con- 
sistency of truth. A good number of 
people came together in the village, and 
I proposed the reading of a tract, and 
to answer any objections they might 
make toit: after passing about an hour 
with them I returned, beseeching them 
to leave their lying vanities, and tura 
to that one true God whom they had 
now in words ackuowledged. What a 
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blow would it be to heathenism, if some 
of these chief men should become con- 
verts to the truth, and act under -~ 

ut 


influence of gospel principles. 
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drought which extends through the 
whole of the country: and altogether 
it does not afford a sufficiency of grass. 
for the cattle, which are driven about in 


how hardly can this be! their pride of large herds to great distances in quest 


caste forbids it; their friends and fami- 
lies would cast them off the moment 
they embraced Christianity; and as 
their present income is from villages 
and lands, given to them in considera- 
tion of their performing certain duties 
, if they for- 
sake the one they must lose the other, 
and most probably be reduced to pover- 
These obstacles, howev- 
er, have their use, and serve as a coun- 
terbalance to the hypocrisy and deceit 
for which the Hindoos are proverbial ; 
and when any of them do renounce all 
for the reproach of Christ, I should not 
require much farther proof of sincerity. 

15th. Pillirombatti.—Much of the 
igh which I have been 
passing several days lies in its natural 
state, covered with wild, and in many 
places, luxuriant jungle; and the 
greater part of that which is cleared for 
cultivation, and which this month 
should have been covered with a crop 
ready for the sickle, is neither plough- 
ed nor sown in consequence of the 


in connection with idola 


ty and want. 


country thro 


of pasture: some of the people of a vil- 
lage, where we stayed a few minutes 
this morning to procure a guide, vented 
their complaints to me on this subject. 
I told them that it seemed to me that 
God was entering into judgment with 
the people of this country for their im- 
piety and idolatry, and that the present 
distress was a call for ther to repent. 
I do not remember to have spent a 
missionary day more pleasant than this. 
I had not been long here before I had a 
considerable number of people around 
me: | addressed myself particularly to 
one man, who appe the most at- 
tentive, and the rest heard. I was 
thus employed two or three hours read- 
ing and speaking ; and judging from 
their countenances, I could not help 
thinking that a lasting impression had 
been made on the minds of some of 
them. On the road, in the evening, two 
men looked very earnestly after and 
followed me; seeing this, I called them 
ane gAve them each a tract, and a word 
of advice. 


CEYLON MISSION. 


CEYLON.—In consequence of the postponement of the meeting of the Tamul District from 
February to June, the annual minutes have not yet arrived, and we are not yet able to give the 
official report of the state of the missions in the northern part of the island. The following are 
extracts from the letters most recently received :— 


TrincoMALEE.—Estracts from the Journal of Mr. Roserrts. 


OcrosBeER 5th, 1823, (Sunday morn- 
ing.)—I have been to the bazar, and 
had avery large and attentive congre- 
gation. ‘The subject of the discourse 
was the flood; and the people appeared 
satisfied with the evidences I adduced 
of that fact, as they were within the 
scope of their own comprehension. 
Four Brahmins were passing by at the 
time of the service, and I invited them 
to come near. Several of the congre- 
gation also desired them to come, but 
they put up the right hand, giving, at 
the same time, one of their negative 
motions, said they were busy, and reti- 
red amidst the invitations of the people. 

12th. (Sundaya—This morning I 
have had a nae congregation in the 
bazar, and was somewhat interrupted 
— the service by the people fre- 
quently calling out, ‘ Meethan,’ True. 

16th.—This evening I had the lar- 
gest congregation in Portuguese I have 


yet seen im Trincomalee. Theyread the the congregation could not be less in 


responses with fervency, and were re- 
markably attentive during the service. 

26th. (Sunday.)—This morning I 
was greatly delighted with my Tamul 
con tion. Surely the seed sown 
will bring forth fruit to the glory of 
God. In the evening I preached in 
English. 

December ist.—During the last 
month the weather has been so unset- 
tled as to occasion me to have small 
and irregular congregations. On the 
7th I occupied my accustomed place in 
the bazar. The subject was the rich 
man lifting up his eyes in hell; which 
excited their serious attention. 

11th.—I had an interesting congre- 
gation in Portuguese. I have also com- 
menced a wrriney ? for singing, and the 
commandant has kindly allowed one of 
the band to come out with his instru- 
ment to assist us. 

14th.—This morning, in the bazar, 














uumber than two hundred. The mark- 
ed attention and seeming interest they 
took in the account of raising Lazarus 
from the dead, was truly gratifying to 
my mind. | 

16th.—This evening I have been 
into the fort, and have had the pleasure 
of admitting eight soldiers and two wo- 
men into society, who had been pre- 
viously on trial. : 

21st. (Sunday.)—I delivered an ex- 

ition in Tamul, on the 18th chapter 

of Luke. A young Brahmin, after the 
service, inquired, **What is God? 
What is the devil?” He did not ap- 
pear satisfied with my answers, and 
much less was he satisfied with my ap- 
plication. He had no wish to know in 
what relations he stood to God.—I have 
again been into the Fort, and met the 
society. They are pressing forward 
in the good way. 

25th.—I preached in Portuguese, to 
a large congregation, on Luke, chap. 
ii, verse 15; in the evening in 
English, when many of the soldiers 
were present. In the morning the 
school-boys went to pay their respects 
to the commandant, the collector, and 
other of the inhabitants. Several of 
them did not know before that we had 
so many fine heathen children under 
our care. 

January 1st, 1824.—The school-boys 
were assembled in the chapel, and ex- 
amined as to their proficiency in learn- 
ing, &c. There certainly was much 
cause for satisfaction in reference to 
many of them. 

8th.—In the evering the Portuguese 
congregation was so small, that I 
thought it best to hold a meeting for 
singing. Few people can appreciate 
my difficulties in reference to the Eu- 
ropean descendants. They have been 


JAFFNA.—Mr. Carver has been called to an 
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so many years without regular services, 
that they appear to cons:der them use- 
less 


11th. (Sunday.)—This morning 1 
have had an unusually and atten- 
tive congregation in the bazar. This 
was occasioned by the sudden death of 
two families, who were poisoned by 
eating a small fish, called in Tamul, the 
sooda-mene :. by the English, Sardinia 
fish. It appears that people have been 
poisoned at three different periods from 
the same cause, at this season. On 
board his majesty’s ship Minder, there 
were forty people taken ill within ten 
minutes of each other, who had break- 
fasted on this fish, but through the 
prompt assistance of Dr. Rogers, (a 
most amiable man, who died of the 
cholera morbus, after having cured 
hundreds in the same complaint,) only 
three died. The poison must be very 
powerful, as death ensues in about two 
hours. It appears that on Saturday 
night soon after the first family had ex- 
pired, the collector sent an immediate 
notice to the inhabitants of the melan- 
choly event; but, unhappily for one 
family who lived outside of the town, 
they did not hear the announcement, 
and they partook of the fatal food. For 
the morning exposition, I selected the 
ninetieth Psalm. That part of it which 
poe our life to , Is very 
touching in Tamul,—* In the morni 
it flourisheth and groweth up: in the 
evening it is cut down and withereth.” 

18th, (Sunday. )—TI have had a large 
and interesting congregation in the 
bazar. One little boy, who had com- 
mitted to memory:that part of the 115th 
Psalm which relates to the gods of the 
heathen, stood upon a bench, and re- 
peated it to the people. They were 
much interested. 


afflictive exercise in the death of Mrs. Carver. 


The following notice of this painful circumstance is from the Ceylon Gazette :— 


On the 7th March, 1824, died Mrs. 
CARVER, wife of the Rev. R. Carver, 
Wesleyan Missionary at Jaffna, in a 
few hours after having given birth toa 
daughter. Her funeral was conducted 
in a most truly Christian and interest- 
ing manner, and had a solemn effect 
upon the natives, to whom she was so 
well known, and upon all present. The 
helpless babe was first baptized in the 
house at the foot of the coffin, by the 
name of its departed mother, amidst 
the anguish of her afflicted husband 


and weeping friends. The mterment been married about eleven months, and 


took place at the Wesleyan chapel, and 
our excellent funeral service was read 
in a very impressive manner by the 
Rev. Mr. Knight, church missionary ; 
and another missionary, the Rev. B. C, 
Meigs, delivered a serious address. 
The great concourse of people, of all 
descriptions, that surrounded the place 
of worship, which was quite insufficient 
to. accommodate the whole, showed 
how much this interesting young per- 
son was beloved and respected. Mrs. 
Carver was twenty years of age, had 
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afterleaving her defenceless babe to the red, resting her hopes of eternal happi- 
mercies of a kind providence, she expi- ness on the merits of Christ herSaviour.. 

The following notice of the mission in Jaffna, is from the Journal of Mr. England, who spent 
a short time in Ceylon, on his way to Madras:— 

In surveying the walls of our Zion in of all ages were issuing in rapid suc- 
Jaffna, I was much pleased in observing cession, rolling down the steps like so 
our whole economy in active operation. many trunks of trees. As the god pro- 
Order, in the management of the affairs ceeded, they continued to issue from 
of the church, and union among the the door of the pagoda, and follow his 
members, distinguish this station; re- track, till at length a line of five hun- 
flecting credit on the brethren, and dred of these miserable, degraded hu- 
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calling for thankfulness to the great 
Head of the church. I attended the 
evening weekly missionary prayer meet- 
ing, and was delighted at the numerous 
attendance, A devotional spirit appears 
to prevail generally among the people. 
I met the class at the mission-house ; 
about twenty persons were present; 


man beings were thus rolling on the 
ground. The rapidity with which they 
revolve is truly surprising. On “ the 
abominable thing” coming in front of 
us, it became immoveable; in vain the 
people pulled the ropes to make the 
wheels revolve. They were then cheer- 
ed, and stimulated to pull stoutly by the 


and for scriptural Christianity, depth of priests, but still their labour was in 


piety, and propriety of expression, it 
would be difficult to find, even in Eng- 
land, a class of equal numbers, at all 
superior to this. This affords another 
proof, in addition to the thousands that 
have been furnished, that Christianity 
is suited to all places, and when cor- 
dially embraced, operates in the same 
manner all over the world. 

In company with brother Osborne 
and brother Bott, I went early this 
morning to Nellore, a large village 
about three miles north of Jaffna, to 
witness a grand heathen procession. 
The whole district had been kept in a 
state of commetion by this festival for 
upwards of a week, and day after day 
was appointed for the procession, but 
from day to day it was deferred, the 
god being unwilling to move, the peo- 
ple not having been sufficiently liberal 
in their gifts tothe Brahmins. Onar- 
riving at the spot we found from twenty 
to thirty thousand people assembled, 
and the roads in all directions thronged 
with devotees hastening to swell the 
concourse. Nosooner did the god ap- 
pear at the door of the temple, (or pa- 
goda,) than every arm was raised aloft 
as high as it could be stretched, and 
every eye eagerly directed to the tem- 
ple, to obtain a glance of the wretched 
idol. From the door of the temple men 


vain. Some commotion was now visi- 
ble among the Brahmins, and the eyes 
of the people were turned toward us; 
the Brahmins, no doubt, having given 
intimation that the god refused to pass 
the Padrés, who paid him no respect ; 
and a considerable stir was actually 
made by some of the people near us, 
to induce us to pull off our shoes! The 
whole, however, was a mere trick to 
induce the people to offer their gifts 
more liberaNy, and was caused by one 
of the wheels being defective, having 
a flat on one side, requiring a conside- 
rable power to set it in motion when at 
rest, but which only caused a jerk when 
the wheel was revolving. A lever was 
now brought, and again the car moved 
on, amidst the shouts of the people, who 
were now “inflamed with their idol” 
almost to frenzy. This interruption to 
the progress of the car, afforded a time- 
ly rest to the five hundred, almost ex- 
piring creatures, rolling after it; and 
who are bound, by vow, to perform thus 
the circuit of the field, nearly a mile in 
circumference, in order to obtain the 
remission of their sms. O how my 
heart sickened at the sight, while it 
longed for the ability to point them, in 
their own language, to the “ fountain 
opened,” by the God of heaven, for the 
sin of every lost man in the world. 


a 


OBITUARY. 
—~<p— 
Died, at his residence, in King and Queen county, Virginia, September 25th, 1824, the Rev. 


PETER B. DAVIS, in the 53d year of his age. 


The following particulars of his life and death, 


were communicated to the editors by Mr. Hezekiah M‘Lelland :— 


PeTteER B. Davis was born in Glou- 


1771. His father died while he was an 


rester county, Virginia, in the year infant, and before he had attained his 














fulth year he was left an orphan by the 
death of his mother. Being thus left 
fatherless and motherless, his educa- 
tion devolved upon his uncle, Mr. 
William Brooks. 

In the 15th year of his age, he was 
awakened to a sense of his lost condi- 
tion, under the preaching of the Rev. 
Thornton Fleming. In much bitter- 
ness of soul, and sorrow for his sins, 
he sought the Lord until Jesus appear- 
ed for his deliverance, and set his feet 
upon “ the Rock.” Some time after 
this, he attached himself to the Baptist 
church. Finding himself, however, 
drawn toward the people among whom 
he had received his first religious im- 
pressions, and being convinced of the 
truth of their doctrine, he did not con- 
tinue long with the Baptist denomina- 
tion, but became a member of the 
Methodist Episcopal Church. When 
asked his reasons for so doing, he 
would modestly reply, ‘‘ When I was 
achild I spake as a child, I understood 
asa child, I thought as a child; but 
when I became a man, I put away 
childish things.” 

It was not long before he was im- 
pressed that it was his duty to “ call 
sinners to repentance.” This impres- 
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the “ glad tidings of salvation.” He 
was restored—and his vow was not 
forgotten. 

How long he exercised his gift as a 
local preacher I have no means of 
knowing; but in May, 1799, he was 
received into the itinerating ministry 
in the Baltimore Conference, and was 
appointed to the Alleghany circuit. In 
1800 he was sent to form a new circuit on 
the Beaver and French creeks. Here 
he succeeded in making ‘ full proof of 
his ministry,” in the awakening and 
conversion of souls, while he was sub- 
jected to all those privations and hard- 
ships which are peculiar to newly set- 
tled places. While labouring here, a 
circumstance occurred, which, as it 
illustrates the watchful care of divine 
gene over God’s servants, may 

e worthy of recording. Mr. Davis 
lost his horse, and was obliged to pledge 
his word for part of payment toward 
another at a specified time. The time 
had nearly expired, but he found 
himself unable to redeem his pledge, 
which gave him no little concern, as 
he considered his character might be 
compromised by a failure of this kind. 
While his mind was occupied on this 
subject, as he was passing the post-of- 


sion he resisted by connecting himself fice, the post-master called to him, and 


in temporal business with a gentleman 
in Richmond county. The impression 
however, still followed him, and to 
elude if possible the call of God, he 


asked if his name was Davis; being 
answered in the affirmative, the post- 
master told him there was a letter in 
the office for him: on opening the let- 


left his present residence, and set off ter he found enclosed the exact sum 


on a journey to Kentucky. But while 
on his way, in Frederic county, he was 
stopped by sickness, and for awhile his 
life was despaired of; but being visit- 
ed by a Methodist friend, he took him 
from the Inn where he lay sick to his 
own house, nursed him with all the 
tender solicitude of a father and friend, 
until his health returned. Having 
thus exhausted his funds, he was obli- 
ged to postpone his intended journey, 
and he engaged in business with his 
kind friend who had admmmistered to 
him in his sickness, in which he con- 
tinued about two years. Here “the 
word of the Lord came to him again ;” 
but he continued disobedient until the 
Lord chastened him a second time by 
bringing him near to the grave; at 
which time, being conscious of the ne- 
glect of his duty, he promised in the 
most solemn manner, that if the Lord 
spared his life, he would no longer 
‘‘ confer with flesh and blood,” but 
would immediately arise and publish 


he needed to liquidate the debt he 
owed, an unexpected present from 
a’ friend residing in the circuit Mr. 
Davis had travelled the preceding 
year. The letter enclosing the money 
contained these words :—‘ You are 
travelling in a new settlement, and 
perhaps may want a little money.” 
This circumstance he kept in grateful 
remembrance, as he often mentioned 
it as an instance of the truth of that 
scripture which saith, The Lord will 
ovide. 

After travelling several circuits with 
acceptance and usefulness from this 
time till 1805, he entered into the mar- 
ried state with Miss Pecey Mann, and 
the succeeding year he located and 
settled. in King and Queen county, 
Virginia, where he spent the remain- 
der of his life. ‘Though, like most men 
who occupy public stations, he had 
some enemies, he had many warm 
friends, during the eighteen years he 
lived in this place as a local preacher 
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On September the 15th, 1824, Mr. 
Davis was called to preach a funeral 
discourse for a young man, at which 
time he complained of being unwell. 

He hastened home, took his bed, and 
continued to grow worse, until his dis- 
ease finally terminated in death. He 
was unconscious, however, of the 
alarming nature of his disease, until 
apprized of it by his attending physi- 
cian, who told him that death was not 
far off. Mr. Davis received the infor- 
mation with much fortitude and com- 
posure, saying, ‘‘I think I must be 
much sicker before I die.” On Tues- 
day, understanding that my friend was 
sick, I hastened tosee him. On enter- 
ing his room, he said with much cheer 
fulness, ‘Iam glad tosee you. Ihave 
my friends, and I have my particular 
friends. You was the first person I 
thought of at the commencement of my 
sickness, and had thought of sending 
for you, but concluded you would hear 
of my case, and come and see me.” 
He then mentioned the information he 
had received from the doctor on the 
sabbath, and added, ‘‘ I was surprised 
to find how little it affected my mind ; 
but concluded that if I were not now 
ready to go, perhaps | never should be, 
for I have been a long time trying to 
serve the Lord ;” and then added, “‘ my 
temporal and spiritual concerns are m 
a pretty good train, and my family pro- 
vided for.” 

On Thursday I called again, and 
found him fast sinking under his dis- 
ease. He said, “I am very poorly; 


but I want to be decided.” {I did not 
fully comprehend what he meant by 
being “ decided.” He looked wishfully 
at me and said, “ I know not how it is, 
but as soon as I see you I think about 
preaching.” During the night he often 
seemed absorbed in the contemplation 
of eternal things, observing, ‘‘ We see 
things very different now from what 
we do in health.” After slumbering a 
short time, he awoke, called me to his 
bed-side, and said, ‘‘ I am now decided; 
I shall never come back ; I shall return 
no more ; that is, I never shall get well 
again.” I now understood what he 
meant by being ‘‘ decided,” namely, 
his being persuaded that he must die. 
“We need,” said he, “ a great deal of 
patience to die.” 1 reminded him that 
Jesus would help him safe through the 
dark valley. He replied, “ You can 
look at me, and see me die, and judge 
how it will be with you when you die.” 
‘“‘O eternity! thou pleasing, dreadful 
thought.” 

At times his mind, through the vio- 
lence of the disease, was somewhat de- 
ranged ; but on recovering its wonted 
tone, he would delight his friends by the 
expression of some sublime thought. 
‘¢] want to go,” said he; and then re- 
peated as his last words, 

“ Cease, fond nature, cease thy strife, 

And let me languish into life.”’ 


“ Tell me, my soul, can this be death.” 


At half past 8 o’clock, on Saturday 
morning, his happy soul took its flight 
to another world. 
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POETRY. 
—_— 
Communicated for the Methodist Magazine. 


When by various ills oppress’d, 
Mortals sink a prey to sorrow; 
When forebodings pain the breast, 

Presage awful of to-morrow, 


What can calm the rising sigh, 

Wipe away the tears of sadness, 
Bid the mists of trouble fly, 

And the soul be fill’d with gladness ? 


When from friends we’re doom’d to part, 
Snateh’d by death, or plac’d at distance, 
What can heal the wounded heart, 
Send the sinking strength assistance? 


*Tis RELIGION—soothing—kind— 
Richest gift that God has given, 

Can restore the drooping mind, 
Make the earth a little heaven. 


It can dry the widow’s tear, 

And the orphan’s grief remove ; 
Sinners fill with “ godly fear,” 

And the saints with “ perfect love.” 


Mortal, whosoe’er thou art, 

Is thy cup with gall o’erflowing ? 
Faint and heavy is thy heart, 

Worldly views no hopes bestowing * 


In religion place thy trust, 
From each mundane prospect sever ; 
And, though humbly form’d of dust, 
Mortal, thou shalt live for ever: 


Live, when these afflictions o’er ;~ 
(Sorrow past shall seem a blessing :) 
Live, when time shall be no more, 
Endless peace and joy possessing. A. L. 
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